
This test is a part of Rau’s IAS Test series for Preliminary Exam 2023 

 

 

GENERAL STUDIES (PAPER–I) 

Pre Pareekshan–1 (SET-A) 

Time Allowed: 2 Hours Maximum Marks: 200  

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

   

1. IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE EXAMINATION, YOU SHOULD CHECK 

THAT THIS TEST BOOKLET DOES NOT HAVE ANY UNPRINTED OR TORN OR MISSING PAGES OR 

ITEMS, ETC. IF SO, GET IT REPLACED BY A COMPLETE TEST BOOKLET. 

2. This Test Booklet contains 100 items (questions). Each item is printed in English Only. Each item 

comprises four responses (answers). You will select the response which you want to mark on the 

Answer Sheet. In case you feel that there is more than one correct response, mark the response 

which you consider the best. In any case, choose ONLY ONE response for each item. 

3. You have to mark all your responses ONLY on the separate Answer Sheet (OMR sheet) provided. 

Read the directions in the Answer Sheet. 

4. All items carry equal marks. 

5. Before you proceed to mark in the Answer Sheet the response to various items in the Test booklet, 

you have to fill in some particulars in the Answer Sheet as per instructions contained therein. 

6. After you have completed filling in all your responses on the Answer Sheet and the examination has 

concluded, you should hand over to the Invigilator only the Answer Sheet. You are permitted to 

take away with you the Test Booklet. 

7. Penalty for wrong answers: 

 THERE WILL BE PENALTY FOR WRONG ANSWERS MARKED BY A CANDIDATE IN THE 

OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTION PAPERS. 

(i) There are four alternatives for the answer to every question. For each question for which a 

wrong answer has been given by the candidate, one-third of the marks assigned to that 

question will be deducted as penalty. 

(ii) If a candidate gives more than one answer, it will be treated as a wrong answer even if one of 

the given answers happens to be correct and there will be same penalty as above to that 

question. 

(iii) If a question is left blank, i.e., no answer is given by the candidate, there will be no penalty for 

that question. 

 

This test is a part of Rau’s IAS Test series for Preliminary Exam 2023 

 

 

Test ID 

1091 

 



 



RAUSIAS PRE PAREEKSHAN-1(SET-A) 1 

1. With respect to the Zero Coupon Zero 

Principal Bonds, to be issued on the Social 

Stock Exchanges, consider the following 

statements: 

1. These Bonds do not carry any interest 

and the principal amount need not be 

repaid. 

2. These Bonds can be issued by both the 

‘Not-for-Profit’ entities, as well as the 

‘For-Profit’ companies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

2. With reference to the “Reverse Currency 

War”, sometimes seen in the news, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Under the “Reverse Currency War”, the 

countries devalue their domestic 

currency to reduce the cost of the 

imports. 

2. The “Reverse Currency War” comes into 

being due to the adoption of the 

Quantitative Easing Policy of the US 

Fed Bank. 

3. The Reverse Currency War may lead to 

decrease in the dollar value, vis-à-vis 

the domestic currencies. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

 

3. Which of the following can be considered as 

Foreign Direct Investment(s) in India? 

1. A foreign entity buying shares and 

bonds issued by an Indian company.  

2. Investment in the American Depository 

Receipts (ADRs) issued by an Indian 

company. 

3. Investment in India by an Indian 

company, which is majorly owned by a 

foreign entity. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

4. With reference to the RBI's Central Bank 

Digital Currency (CBDC), consider the 

following statements: 

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Act, 

1934, has been amended to facilitate 

the introduction of the CBDC. 

2. The CBDC would not be considered as a 

fungible legal tender in India. 

3. The introduction of the CBDC is likely 

to decrease the RBI’s Seigniorage. 

4. The CBDC is freely convertible against 

the commercial bank money and cash. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1 and 4 only 

 

5. Which of the following is/are the 

function(s) of the National Land 

Monetisation Corporation (NLMC)? 

1. To undertake the monetisation of 

surplus land and building assets of the 

PSUs. 

2. To act as an advisory body and support 

the PSUs in identifying their surplus 

non-core assets. 

3. To act as a repository of best practices 

in land monetisation. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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6. Which of the following constitute the assets 

of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)? 

1. Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs). 

2. CRR deposits of the banks with the RBI. 

3. Loans to the Centre and the states. 

4. Cash in circulation. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

7. Which of the following is/are the 

function(s) of the Public Financial 

Management System (PFMS)? 

1. To facilitate direct benefits transfer to 

the beneficiaries. 

2. To transfer the funds to the 

implementation agencies for various 

government schemes. 

3. To facilitate the collection of taxes, such 

as Income Tax, GST etc. 

4. To facilitate the collection of Non-Tax 

Receipts. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

8. With respect to the Financial Services 

Institutions Bureau (FSIB), consider the 

following statements: 

1. The FSIB has been set up to 

recommend the names of the heads of 

the Nationalised Banks, the Public 

Sector Insurance Companies, and 

selected financial institutions. 

2. Unlike the Banks Board Bureau (BBB), 

the FSIB has been set up as a statutory 

body through an Act of the Parliament. 

3. The FSIB functions under the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI). 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

 

9. The term “MiCA”, recently seen in the 

news, deals with which of the following? 

(a) The RBI’s norms related to ‘digital 

lending’. 

(b) The UN Framework to check money 

laundering and terror financing. 

(c) The OECD Framework to check base 

erosion and profit shifting (BEPS). 

(d) The EU’s new law to regulate the crypto 

currencies. 

 

10. With respect to the Financial Stability 

Board (FSB), consider the following 

statements: 

1. The FSB is hosted and funded by the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

2. The FSB provides for legally binding 

rules and regulations to strengthen the 

financial stability of the member 

countries. 

3. India is one of the members of the FSB. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

11. Which of the following taxes, imposed by 

the Centre on petroleum products, is/are 

distributable among the Centre and the 

states? 

1. Basic Excise Duty 

2. Additional Excise Duty 

3. Agriculture Infrastructure Cess 

4. Road and Infrastructure Cess 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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12. Which of the following can worsen India's 

Net International Investment Position 

(NIIP)? 

1. Increase in the External Commercial 

Borrowings (ECBs) 

2. Increase in FDI outflows from India 

3. Decrease in NRI deposits into India 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

13. Consider the following statements about 

CPI-Rural and CPI-Urban: 

1. The weightage of food & beverages is 

highest in both CPI-Rural and CPI-

Urban. 

2. Unlike CPI-Urban, CPI-Rural gives zero 

weightage to inflation in housing.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

14. Which of the following statements best 

describes the concept of “Vehicle 

Currency”? 

(a) Currency in which trade is invoiced and 

is usually the currency of either the 

importing country or the exporting 

country. 

(b) Currency in which trade is invoiced and 

is usually the currency of the dominant 

trade partner. 

(c) Currency in which trade is invoiced and 

is usually the currency chosen by the 

World Trade Organization (WTO). 

(d) Currency in which trade is invoiced and 

is usually the currency which is 

different from the domestic currencies 

of the importing and the exporting 

countries. 

15. Which of the following will necessarily be 

the impacts of rise of inflation on the 

Indian economy? 

1. Increased fiscal deficit. 

2. Falling real wages. 

3. Increase of current account deficit. 

4. Higher divergence between the real GDP 

and the nominal GDP. 

5. Erosion of savings of the elderly. 

6. Increase in real interest rates.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 

(b) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 only 

(d) 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 

 

16. Which of the following is not an essential 

feature of “Nationalism”? 

(a) Belief in a common territory.  

(b) A community based on shared ideas.  

(c) A community having shared values 

based on the constitution.  

(d) Belief of a group of people in a common 

political identity.  

 

17. “To protect and improve the environment 

and to safeguard the forests and wild life” 

has been provided for under which of the 

following in the Constitution? 

(a) Fundamental Duties  

(b) Directive Principles of State Policy  

(c) Seventh Schedule  

(d) Preamble to the Constitution  

 

18. Consider the following statements about 

the Fundamental Rights in India:  

1. They are always individual and 

independent of the society.  

2. They are always directed against the 

authority of the State.  

3. Their application to the armed forces is 

decided by the government.  

How many statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) Only one statement 

(b) Only two statements 

(c) All three statements 

(d) None of the above  
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19. Consider the following statements:  

1. The Right to Vote is not available to the 

prisoners who are convicted and in 

prison. 

2. The Right to Vote is not available for the 

prisoners who are under-trials and 

awaiting sentence. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

20. Consider the following statements about 

the Collegium for Judicial appointments: 

1. Collegium for judicial appointments 

consists of the Chief Justice of India 

(CJI) and the four senior-most judges of 

the Supreme Court. 

2. If the successor CJI is not among the 5 

senior-most judges of the Supreme 

Court, he is made a part of the 

collegium.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

21. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct?  

1. Article 38 of the Indian Constitution 

lays down that the State shall take 

steps to organise the Village 

Panchayats. 

2. The Constitution of India provides that 

the Panchayats at the intermediate level 

may not be constituted in a State 

having a population not exceeding thirty 

lakhs. 

3. The 73rd Amendment Act, 1992, 

provides for the reservation of not less 

than one-third of the total number of 

seats for women.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

22. Which of the following statements is/are 

related with “Rule of law” in India? 

1. No person can be punished except for a 

breach of law. 

2. Rights of the individual are solely 

defined and enforced by the courts of 

law.  

3. Rule of law forms the basic feature of 

the Indian Constitution. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

  

23. According to the Constitution of India, 

which of the following are not allowed? 

1. Being a Member of the Parliament and 

the State Legislative Assembly, 

simultaneously, beyond two weeks.  

2. Holding an Office of Profit, while being a 

Member of the Parliament.  

3. The Member of the Parliament being 

absent for a period of 60 days from all 

meetings, without the permission of the 

House.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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24. With reference to the Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business in the Council of 

States, the Chairman has which of the 

following powers? 

1. Suspension of the members. 

2. Withdrawal of the members.  

3. Ensure automatic suspension of a 

member. 

4. Adjourn the Council or suspend its 

sitting. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

25. Consider the following statements about 

the Nari Adalats: 

1. They will be formed under the Ministry 

of Law and Justice. 

2. They will act as a grievance redressal 

mechanism for resolving the cases of 

petty nature concerning women. 

3. They will only be operational at the 

Gram Panchayat level. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

26. The idea of the “Right to Shelter” can be 

found in which of the following? 

1. Article 19 under the Fundamental 

Rights  

2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights  

3. The Theory of Eminent Domain 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

27. Consider the following statements about 

the Scheduled Tribes (STs): 

1. The criteria for the inclusion of a 

community as Scheduled Tribe is 

prescribed in the Constitution. 

2. Constitutional Amendment is required 

for the inclusion of a community in the 

list of the Scheduled Tribes. 

3. The members of the community, who 

are given the ST status, enjoy the 

benefits of the ST status in all the 

states of India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

28. In the context of torture, police custody and 

the rights of the accused, consider the 

following statements:  

1. Every person, who is arrested, shall be 

informed of the grounds of arrest and 

shall have a right to consult and to be 

defended by a legal practitioner of his 

choice.  

2. No person shall be prosecuted and 

punished for the same offence more 

than once and no person accused of 

any offence shall be compelled to be a 

witness against himself.  

3. Confession made by an arrested person 

in police custody, because of extreme 

torture, can be used as evidence placed 

before the Magistrate to prove guilt.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3  
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29. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the Constitution 103rd 

Amendment Act, 2019: 

1. Despite SCs, STs and non-creamy layer 

OBCs not getting benefits of 

Economically Weaker Sections, the 

Equality Code of Constitution is not 

violated. 

2. Reservation is to be provided to the 

EWS in both public and private higher 

educational institutions. 

3. Reservation is to be provided to the 

EWS in both public and private 

employment. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

  

30. Consider the following statements about 

the Political Parties:  

1. The Representation of the People Act, 

1950, empowers the Election 

Commission in relation to the splinter 

groups or rival sections of a recognised 

political party. 

2. The 10th Schedule to the Constitution 

empowers the Speaker to recognise the 

merger of political parties when 2/3rds 

of the members of political party 

separate from the original political party 

and form a new political party. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

31. Consider the following statements about 

the Minorities: 

1. Minorities for the purpose of National 

Commission for Minorities are both 

religious and linguistic minorities. 

2. Minorities are notified under the 

National Commission for Minorities Act, 

1992 at the State level. 

3.  Jains have been identified as minorities 

under the National Commission for 

Minorities Act, 1992. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

32. Consider the following statements about 

the North-Eastern Council: 

1. The North-Eastern Council, along with 

five Zonal Councils, has been 

established under the States 

Reorganisation Act, 1956.  

2. Like the Zonal Councils, the Union 

Home Minister is the statutory 

Chairman of the North-Eastern Council. 

3. Unlike the Zonal Councils, the North-

Eastern Council has the power to 

recommend measures for the 

maintenance of security.  

Which of the statements given above are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

33. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the Indus Valley Civilization? 

1. Food processing equipment has been 

discovered from the Indus Valley 

Civilization. 

2. Bronze toy cart was found in Banawali.  

3. Terracotta models of plough have been 

found at Cholistan. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3  
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34. The earliest decipherable inscription 

regarding India is the Boghazkoi 

Inscription. This inscription was found in 

the form of clay tablets from Boghazkoi, the 

capital of the ancient Hitties Empire. This 

inscription mentioned which of the 

following Vedic deities? 

1. Indra 

2. Shiva  

3. Mitra 

4. Agni 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

35. Consider the following pairs about the 

economic condition of India during Ancient 

India:  

S.N. Term Refers to 

1. Bhagadugha An official who 

conducted survey of 

the agricultural 

land.  

2. Rajjugahaka An official who 

collected share of the 

agricultural produce.  

3. Aprahata Lands under 

cultivation. 

How many pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) Only one pair  

(b) Only two pairs  

(c) All three pairs  

(d) None of the pairs  

 

36. Consider the following statements: 

1. Ajatashatru was a contemporary of 

Buddha. 

2. Kalidasa was a contemporary of 

Kanishka. 

3. Fa-Hien visited India during the reign of 

the Guptas. 

4. Hieun-Tsang visited the Kingdom of 

Bhaskar Barman. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

 

37. Consider the following pairs: 

S.N. Court Poet Patron King 

1. Vakpatiraja Yashovarmana 

2. Sandhyakar 

Nandin 

Balladsena 

3. Anand Bhatta Ramapala 

How many pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) Only one pair 

(b) Only two pairs 

(c) All three pairs 

(d) None of the above pairs 

 

38. Consider the following pairs of sculptures 

and their locations: 

S.N. Sculpture Location 

1. Descent of 

Ganga 

Mahabalipuram 

2. Trimurti 

Sadashiv 

Ellora  

3. Monumental 

rock-cut 

elephant along 

with the 

Ashokan Edict 

Sopara 

4. Dumar Lena 

Cave 

Ajanta 

How many pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) Only one pair  

(b) Only two pairs  

(c) Only three pairs  

(d) All four pairs 
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39. With reference to the land revenue system 

during the Mughal Empire, consider the 

following pairs: 

S.N. Term Refers to 

1. Amil-Guzar Revenue collector 

2. Chachar Land that has lain 

fallow for three or 

four years 

3. Office of 

Diwan 

Supervised fiscal 

system  

How many pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched? 

(a) Only one pair  

(b) Only two pairs 

(c) All three pairs 

(d) None of the pairs  

 

40. Which of the following best describes the 

term “Tajwiz”? 

(a) A military rank conferred by the Mughal 

emperors. 

(b) Fluid calligraphy style with long 

horizontal strokes. 

(c) Category of horsemen which were paid 

from the State Exchange. 

(d) A petition presented by a nobleman to 

the emperor, recommending that an 

applicant be recruited as a Mansabdar. 

 

41. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. The post of ‘Mustakharaj’ was created 

by Mohammad–Bin-Tughlaq for the 

purpose of collection of revenue. 

2. Alauddin Khilji built the palace of 

thousand pillars, called Hazar Sutan. 

3. Firoz Shah Tughlaq composed poems in 

Persian with the pen name ‘Gulrukhi’. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

42. The threat of assassination or usurpation 

and the need to pre-emptively strike were 

occupational hazards for a king in the 

Vijayanagar Empire. Paranoia was the 

commonplace. According to which of the 

following foreign visitors, Virupaksha Raya 

II (1465–85) had summoned one of his 

regional governors and had him put to 

death, solely because in his dream the 

governor had entered his room to kill him? 

(a) Niccolo de Conti 

(b) Abdur Razzaq 

(c) Domingo Paes 

(d) Fernao Nuniz 

 

43. Consider the following pairs: 

S.N. Term Meaning 

1. Sajjad 

nashin 

Custodians of the 

Sufi shrines 

2. Sanad Mughal imperial 

order  

3. Saranjam Revenue free land 

4. Nankar Transferable land 

rights 

How many pairs given above is/are 

correctly matched?  

(a) Only one pair 

(b) Only two pairs  

(c) Only three pairs 

(d) All four pairs 

 

44. Consider the following statements: 

1. Raja Rammohan Roy was against the 

founding of the Sanskrit College in 

Calcutta.  

2. Charles Wood’s Education Dispatch 

signalled a shift away from the 

Downward Filtration Policy. 

3. Balshastri Jambhekar established the 

‘Indian Association for the Cultivation of 

Science’.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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45. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct regarding the Indigo Commission, 

1860? 

1. In the Indigo Commission, Dinabandhu 

Mitra represented the Zamindars. 

2. The Indigo Commission found that the 

indigo cultivation system was 

oppressive in nature, especially because 

of the system of advances.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

46. Which of the following was not included in 

the Rajagopalachari Formula? 

(a) The League would endorse the demand 

for independence and co-operate with 

the Congress in forming a provisional 

government for the transitional period. 

(b) At the end of the war, a plebiscite of all 

the inhabitants in the Muslim-majority 

areas in the north-west and the north-

east would decide whether or not they 

should form a separate state. 

(c) Until the new Constitution could be 

framed, the British Government would 

remain responsible for the defence of 

India. 

(d) In the event of separation, agreements 

would be made for defence, 

communications and other essential 

matters. 

 

47. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the Non-Cooperation 

Movement? 

1. The Council elections were boycotted in 

most provinces, including Madras. 

2. In Awadh, Nai – dhobi bandhs were 

organised by the Panchayats to deprive 

the landlords of the services of even the 

barbers and the washermen. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

48. Consider the following statements: 

1. The members of Gokhale’s Servants of 

India Society did not join the Home 

Rule agitation. 

2. The Anglo-Indians, most of the Muslims 

and non-Brahmins from the South, did 

not join the Home Rule agitation. 

3. The Home Rule agitation was later 

joined by Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Lala Lajpat 

Rai. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

49. With reference to the Chittagong Armoury 

Raid, 1930, consider the following 

statements: 

1. It was conducted under the leadership 

of Surya Sen and his associates-Anant 

Singh, Ganesh Ghosh and Lokenath 

Baul. 

2. The raid was conducted under the 

banner of the Indian Republican Army-

Chittagong Branch. 

3. The raid proved to be unsuccessful due 

to valiant resistance of the British 

troops stationed at the armoury.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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50. Consider the following events with 

reference to the Indian freedom struggle: 

1. The Meerut Conspiracy Case 

2. Issuance of the Delhi Manifesto 

3. Issuance of the Cunningham Circular 

4. Formation of the Independence for India 

League 

What is the correct chronological sequence 

of the above events? 

(a) 1-4-2-3 

(b) 4-1-2-3 

(c) 1-3-2-4 

(d) 4-3-1-2 

 

51. Consider the following statements about Sir 

T. Madhava Rao: 

1. He served as the Prime Minister of three 

Princely States, namely Travancore, 

Indore and Baroda. 

2. He drafted a Model Constitution for the 

Princely States of India. 

3. He despised the Indian National 

Congress.  

4. He authored ‘Hints on the Art and 

Science of Government’. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

52. With reference to the ‘Quit India Movement, 

1942’, consider the following statements: 

1. Under Gandhi’s general instructions, 

the government servants were asked to 

resign from the government offices.  

2. The Quit India Resolution declared 

Indian commitment to defend itself 

against all types of fascism and 

imperialism.  

3. Jatiya Sarkar was established under 

the leadership of Y.B. Chavan and Nana 

Patil. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 

53. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Bombay Plan criticised the state 

intervention in the economic planning 

of the country. 

2. The ‘Bombay Manifesto’ strongly 

endorsed the idea of economic 

development based on socialist lines. 

3. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 

1919 gave Indian business 

representation in the Central and 

Provincial legislatures. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

54. With respect to the “Aravalli Range”, 

consider the following statements: 

1. It passes through Delhi, Haryana, 

Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

2. It gives rise to several rivers, including 

the Banas, the Luni, the Chambal and 

the Sabarmati.  

3. The highest peak of the Aravalli Range 

is Guru Shikhar on Mount Abu. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  
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55. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Eight Degree Channel separates the 

islands of Minicoy and Maldives.  

2. The Duncan Passage lies between the 

North Andaman and the South 

Andaman.  

3. The Little Andaman is separated from 

the Nicobar Islands by the Ten Degree 

Channel.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

56. Consider the following: 

1. The Garhjat Hills  

2. The Nallamala Hills 

3. The Mahendragiri Peak 

4. The Kaimur Hills  

Which of the following is the correct 

sequence of these geographical features if 

one travels from North to South? 

(a) 1-4-3-2 

(b) 1-4-2-3 

(c) 4-1-3-2 

(d) 4-3-1-2 

 

57. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the India State of Forest 

Report (ISFR) 2021?  

1. Maximum increase in forest cover is 

witnessed in Madhya Pradesh in the 

country. 

2. Area-wise, Chhattisgarh has the largest 

forest cover in the country.  

3. Maximum increase in mangrove cover is 

observed in Odisha in the country. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

58. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct with respect to sugarcane?  

1. The Government of India has 

introduced the concept of Minimum 

Selling Price (MSP) of sugarcane to 

prevent accumulation of cane arrears. 

2. The Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) 

is linked to a basic recovery rate of 

sugar, with a premium payable to the 

farmers for higher recoveries of sugar 

from sugarcane. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

59. Which among the following reservoirs 

has/have the highest volume of water on 

the Earth? 

(a) Lakes 

(b) Groundwater  

(c) Atmosphere 

(d) Streams and rivers 

 

60. Which of the following rivers is/are the 

tributary/tributaries of the Brahmaputra 

River?  

1. Kumutiya  

2. Doyang  

3. Subansiri  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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61. Consider the following statements: 

1. The temperature decreases with the 

increasing depth in the ocean. 

2. The salinity of water in the surface layer 

of the oceans depends mainly on 

evaporation and precipitation. 

3. The trade winds drive away saline 

waters from the western coasts of the 

continents and pile them up near the 

eastern coasts. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

62. Consider the following statements about 

the inversion of temperature: 

1. During the inversion of temperature, as 

elevation increases, the temperature 

will increase. 

2. Temperature inversion takes place due 

to air drainage in the valleys of the 

mountains. 

3. This phenomenon is absent in the Polar 

areas. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

63. The “Milankovitch Oscillations” are related 

to which of the following?  

(a) The opening and closing of the Ozone 

Hole in the stratosphere.  

(b) Reversals in the sea surface 

temperatures in the Pacific Ocean at the 

east and the west coasts. 

(c) Periodic occurring of the Sun Spots, 

leading to maxima and minima of solar 

insolation. 

(d) The wobbling motion of the Earth due 

to the variation in the orbital 

characteristics.  

64. Which of the following are the evidences of 

the El Nino event? 

1. Increase in sea level near the Australian 

coast. 

2. Reduction in sea temperature along the 

Australian coast, relative to the South 

American coast. 

3. Droughts and wildfires in South-East 

Asia. 

4. Weakened upwelling and reduced catch 

of fisheries. 

5. Flattening of thermocline in the Pacific 

Ocean. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(b) 2, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5  

 

65. In which of the following places the 

Mediterranean Climate is found? 

1. Adelaide  

2. California 

3. Central Chile  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

66. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. Croatia is located in the Balkan 

Peninsula, connecting with the 

Tyrrhenian Sea.  

2. Croatia has joined the Schengen Area, 

but it has not adopted Euro. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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67. Consider the following statements with 

reference to the “Advisory Opinion” of the 

International Court of Justice: 

1.  Only the General Assembly and the 

Security Council may request advisory 

opinions on "any legal matter".  

2.  The advisory opinions are not binding 

on the matter requested.  

3.  The Advisory opinion is provided for in 

the UN Charter.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a)  2 only  

(b)  2 and 3 only  

(c)  1 and 2 only  

(d)  1, 2 and 3  

 

68. Which of the following islands are parts of 

Taiwan?  

1. The Matsu Islands  

2. The Kinmen Islands  

3. The Penghu Islands  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

 

69. Consider the following statements about 

the Digital Twin: 

1. It fuses the ideas, including artificial 

intelligence (AI), the internet of things 

(IoT), metaverse, and virtual reality and 

augmented reality to create digital 

models of real-world objects.  

2. The applications have been used in the 

operations of the jet engines, industrial 

facilities and power plants. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

70. Which of the following is/are included in 

the applications of the Bioorthogonal 

chemistry?  

1. Genetic code expansion 

2. Metabolic engineering 

3. Drug target identification 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

71. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘Critical Information Infrastructure’: 

1. Both the Central and the State 

Governments have the power to declare 

any computer resource, which directly 

or indirectly affects the facility of the 

Critical Information Infrastructure, as 

protected system. 

2. The Information Technology Act, 2000, 

has established the National Critical 

Information Infrastructure Protection 

Centre as the national nodal agency to 

protect India’s critical information 

infrastructure.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

72. Consider the following statements: 

1. Inbreeding depression is important for 

the evolutionary maintenance of 

outcrossing mating systems.  

2. In purging, damaging mutations are 

removed from the population through 

natural selection. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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73. Consider the following statements about 

the PR-23 variant of rice: 

1. This is a perennial variety of rice, 

developed by the International Rice 

Research Institute. 

2. This rice variety has been developed by 

crossing the Asian variety of rice, with 

the perennial rice variety from Nigeria. 

3. Once planted, this variety yields higher 

amount of rice, as compared to the 

annual variety of rice for perpetuity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

74. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about Small Modular Reactors 

(SMRs)?  

1. SMRs can be paired with and increase 

the efficiency of renewable sources in a 

hybrid energy system. 

2. SMRs can be installed into an existing 

grid or remotely off-grid. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

75. Consider the following statements about 

the International Counter Ransomware 

Initiative: 

1. It is a UN led initiative to create 

mechanisms to address the threat of 

ransomware. 

2. India’s CERT-In is leading the 

Resilience Working Group of 

International Counter Ransomware 

Initiative. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

76. With respect to “Vikram-S”, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is developed by the NewSpace India 

Limited (NSIL), a Public Sector 

Undertaking of the Government of 

India. 

2. It will be powered by India’s first 

carbon-fibre-built solid fuel engine. 

3. It has the capability to travel at 

hypersonic peak velocity. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) 1 and 2 only  

(d) 2 and 3 only 

 

77. Consider the following statements: 

1. The transportation of soluble products 

of photosynthesis, from the leaves to 

other parts of the plants, is called 

translocation. 

2. The phloem transports amino acids. 

3. Unlike transport in the xylem due to 

simple physical forces, translocation in 

the phloem is achieved by utilizing 

energy. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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78. With respect to “Plant Hormones”, consider 

the following statements:  

1. Cytokinin is one example of a hormone 

that inhibits growth.  

2. Abscisic acid is an example of a plant 

hormone that promotes cell division.  

3. When the growing plants detect light, a 

hormone, called auxin, synthesized at 

the shoot tip and aids cell growth.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

incorrect?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1 and 3 only 

 

79. Consider the following statements about 

the Greater Adjutant Stork: 

1. The Greater Adjutant Stork is called 

Hargila. 

2. The Greater Adjutant Storks are 

distributed in the Brahmaputra Plains 

and the Gangetic Plains. 

3. The Greater Adjutant Stork is a 

scavenger and feeds on animal 

carcasses. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

80. Consider the following statements about 

Glyphosate: 

1. It is a selective herbicide that is 

particularly effective against the 

broadleaf weeds.  

2. It has been approved for controlling 

weeds in food crops and plantation 

crops. 

3. The Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare has issued a 

notification for restricting the use of 

Glyphosate.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

incorrect?  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

81. Which of the following are the examples of 

primary producers in the marine 

environment? 

1. Diatoms 

2. Dinoflagellates 

3. Foraminifera 

4. Radiolarians 

5. Coccolithophorids 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3, 4 and 5 only 

 

82. Consider the following statements: 

1. Sponges are the examples of 

suspension feeders.  

2. Snails are the examples of deposit 

feeders.  

3. Dugongs are the examples of deposit 

feeders. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 only  

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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83. Consider the following statements about 

the ‘Framework for Sovereign Green 

Bonds’: 

1. The proceeds of the Sovereign Green 

Bonds will be deposited to the 

Consolidated Fund of India. 

2. The Green Finance Working Committee 

will be headed by the Secretary of the 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change. 

3. Nuclear energy and large hydropower 

projects can be funded using the 

proceeds of the Sovereign Green Bonds. 

4. The investors in the Sovereign Green 

Bonds will not bear any project related 

risks. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only 

(d) 3 and 4 only 

  

84. Which of the following are the applications 

of captured CO2 to the value-added 

products? 

1. Green urea 

2. Aerated drinks 

3. Dry ice 

4. Concrete curing 

5. Methanol 

6. Enhanced oil recovery 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 

85. Which of the following statements are 

correct about the National Green Hydrogen 

Mission?  

1. The Mission aims to abate 90 mmt of 

annual greenhouse gas emissions by 

2030. 

2. The Mission aims to increase the export 

of green hydrogen. 

3. It plans to create a co-ordinated skill 

development programme. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

86. Which of the following statements are 

correct about Heat Dome? 

1. Heat domes are tied to the behaviour of 

the jet stream. 

2. This happens when strong, high-

pressure atmospheric conditions 

combine with influences from La Nina. 

3. This stagnant weather pattern usually 

results in weak winds and increase in 

humidity.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

87. Which of the following Wildlife 

Sanctuaries/National Park come under the 

Cold Desert Biosphere Reserve?  

1. The Pin Valley National Park  

2. The Kibber Wildlife Sanctuary  

3.  The Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary 

4. The Benog Wildlife Sanctuary 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below:  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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88. Consider the following statements about 

the Bureau of Water Use Efficiency 

(BWUE): 

1. It will function under the Central Water 

Commission, under the Ministry of Jal 

Shakti. 

2. Its focus will be on efficient use of water 

in the industrial sector and the 

commercial sector only. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

  

89. Consider the following statements about 

the National Mission on Natural Farming: 

1. The Certification of Natural Farming will 

be carried by the APEDA (The 

Agricultural and Processed Food 

Products Export Development 

Authority). 

2. Farmer Field Schools will be organised 

for awareness creation about the 

Natural Farming Mission. 

3. Focus of the scheme will be on 5 km 

corridor on either side of the Ganga 

River. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

90. With respect to the “Forum for 

Decarbonizing Transport”, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It is launched by NITI Aayog in 

collaboration with the World Resources 

Institute (WRI), India. 

2. The project is a part of the International 

Climate Initiative.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct?  

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

91. With respect to “Biomonitoring”, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It involves measuring environmental 

chemicals, or their breakdown 

products, in human tissues and fluids, 

such as blood and urine.  

2. It can provide an accurate assessment 

of the people exposed in the event of a 

chemical or radiological/nuclear 

emergency. 

3. It can be used to assess the people’s 

exposure to tobacco smoke, either by 

smoking or by inhaling smoke in the 

air. 

4. It can measure chemicals, only if they 

are in large amounts. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?  

(a) 1 and 3 only  

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  

(d) 2 and 4 only 

 

92. Which of the following statements correctly 

relates to the Gaia Hypothesis? 

(a) The life on the Earth is made possible 

by the interaction between the living 

organisms and the environment, 

forming a self-regulating complex 

system. 

(b) The Earth is a like spaceship, where 

every being is responsible for sustaining 

life. 

(c) There will be exploitation of the 

common resources of the Earth, if there 

is lack of regulation. 

(d) The natural world could only be 

understood as a whole and not through 

its individual parts. 
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93. Consider the following statements about 

the Nitrogen Cycle: 

1. Nitrogen fixation refers to the process of 

conversion of atmospheric nitrogen into 

biologically available ammonia. 

2. Nitrification refers to the process of 

conversion of ammonia to nitrite and 

then to nitrate. 

3. Anammox refers to the process that 

converts nitrate into nitrogen gas.  

4. Denitrification refers to the process of 

oxidation of ammonia into the 

atmospheric nitrogen.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

  

94. Consider the following statements about 

the Wood Wide Web: 

1. They are the networks of fungi and 

bacteria underneath the forests and the 

trees that connect them. 

2. These networks can be used to 

transport energy and minerals between 

the trees. 

3. Higher temperatures will result in 

replacing the fungi networks with less 

carbon absorbing capacity with high 

carbon storing fungi networks, thus 

preventing climate change. 

Which of the statements given above are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

  

95. With respect to the National Policy on 

Biofuels, consider the following statements: 

1. The Policy has been amended to target 

25% ethanol blending by the end of 

2025. 

2. The Policy enables the conversion of 

surplus food grains available with the 

Food Corporation of India (FCI) into 

ethanol. 

3. The Ministry of Heavy Industries is the 

nodal department for the production of 

fuel-grade ethanol in the distilleries in 

the country.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

96. Consider the following statements about 

the Battery Waste Management Rules, 

2022: 

1. Under the Rules, the producer and the 

battery importer will be responsible for 

collecting and recycling or refurbishing 

the batteries they have introduced into 

the market. 

2. The Rules use the labels to reflect the 

battery’s carbon footprint. 

3. The Rules are intended to subsidise a 

part of that materials feed by building a 

stream of recycled battery materials for 

the new production cycle.  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

97. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct about the Biodiversity Management 

Committee (BMC)?  

1. The Biodiversity Management 

Committee (BMC) is required to prepare 

the People’s Biodiversity Register. 

2. The BMC has the powers to impose 

charges and fines for the extraction of 

the resources found in their village. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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98. Consider the following statements about 

the mangroves: 

1. On per hectare basis, mangroves have 

more carbon storage capacity than the 

terrestrial forests. 

2. Spain, India and United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) are the members of the Mangrove 

Alliance for Climate (MAC). 

Which of the statements give above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

 

99. Which of the following statements, with 

respect to the Directorate of Revenue 

Intelligence (DRI), is/are correct? 

1. The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 

is an agency of the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry.  

2. It is tasked with detecting and curbing 

smuggling of contraband, including 

drug trafficking and illicit international 

trade in wildlife and environmentally 

sensitive items.  

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

100. Consider the following statements with 

respect to the Wetlands (Conservation and 

Management) Rules, 2017:  

1. The Wetlands (Conservation and 

Management) Rules, 2017, have 

enhanced the focus of management of 

the wetlands from a Central Authority 

to the State Bodies.  

2. The National Wetlands Committee 

(NWC) has been constituted under the 

Wetlands Rules, 2017.  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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1. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The Zero Coupon Zero Principal Bonds 

are issued by the ‘Not-for-Profit 

Organizations (NPOs)’, such as societies, 

trusts and Section-8 companies. These 

Bonds do not carry any interest. The 

money borrowed by the NPOs need not be 

repaid. 

 

2. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

About the Currency War: The Currency 

War is said to take place when the 

countries seek to devalue their currency to 

gain a competitive advantage. If a 

particular country devalues its currency to 

boost exports, then it would prompt even 

other countries to do the same. Thus, it 

may lead to a situation of competitive 

devaluation, where each country seeks to 

reduce the value of the currency, so as to 

remain competitive. 

About the Reverse Currency War: In the 

case of the Reverse Currency War, the 

countries compete with each other to 

strengthen their domestic currencies. Such 

policy is adopted to counter rapid 

depreciation in the domestic currency, due 

to the US Fed Bank policies. For example, 

adoption of Fed Tapering in the US could 

lead to the depreciation of the domestic 

currencies. The depreciation of the 

domestic currency would have adverse 

impact in terms of the imports being costly, 

higher inflation, higher dollar outflows etc. 

Hence, to counter such adverse impacts, 

the countries would strengthen their 

domestic currencies by injecting more 

dollars. 

3. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

 Investment of 10% or more in a listed 

company in India is treated as Foreign 

Direct Investment (FDI). However, 

investment of less than 10 % in a listed 

company in India is treated as Foreign 

Portfolio Investment (FPI). 

 Investment in an unlisted Indian 

company (irrespective of threshold) is 

always treated as FDI. 

 Investment in the American Depository 

Receipts (ADRs) issued by an Indian 

Company is treated as FDI. 

 Investment in India by an Indian 

company, which is majorly owned by a 

foreign entity, is treated as Indirect 

Foreign Investment. 

 

4. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Legal Framework for the Issuance of the 

Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC): 

Presently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

Act, 1934, empowers the RBI to be the sole 

authority to issue currency notes. The 

Finance Bill, 2020, has introduced 

amendments to Section 22 of the RBI Act, 

1934. 

Under the new amendments, currency 

would include both the physical currency 

and the digital currency issued by the RBI. 

The introduction of the CBDC is likely 

to increase the RBI’s Seigniorage. 

The features of the CBDC include: 

 The CBDC is a sovereign currency 

issued by the Central Banks in 

alignment with their monetary policy. 

 It appears as a liability on the Central 

Bank’s balance sheet. 



RAUSIAS PRE PAREEKSHAN–1(SET-A) 2 

 Must be accepted as a medium of 

payment, legal tender and a safe store 

of value by all citizens, enterprises and 

government agencies. 

 Freely convertible against the 

commercial bank money and cash. 

 Fungible legal tender for which the 

holders need not have a bank 

account. 

 Expected to lower the cost of issuance 

of money and transactions.  

 

5. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation:  

Details about the National Land 

Monetisation Corporation (NLMC) –  

Establishment: Set up as a wholly-owned 

Government of India company, with an 

initial authorized share capital of Rs. 5,000 

crores and a paid-up share capital of Rs. 

150 crores.  

Mandate:  

 The surplus land and building assets of 

the PSUs (The Public Sector 

Undertakings) would be transferred to 

the NLMC. The NLMC would then 

undertake the monetisation of surplus 

land and building assets. As a part of 

such an exercise, the NLMC would 

either sell or lease the surplus land and 

buildings to the private sector. 

 The NLMC will also act as an advisory 

body and support other government 

entities and the CPSEs (The 

Central Public Sector Enterprises) in 

identifying their surplus non-core 

assets and monetising them in an 

efficient and professional manner. 

 To act as a repository of best practices 

in land monetisation. 

 

6. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The following are the main assets of the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI): 

 Foreign currency assets, such as the 

Bonds and Treasury Bills of other 

Central Banks. 

 Gold held in its custody. 

 G-Secs. 

 Loans given to the Centre and the 

states. 

 Loans given to the banks. 

Note: The CRR (Cash Reserve Ratio) 

deposits of the banks with the RBI and 

cash in circulation are the liabilities of the 

RBI.  

 

7. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

Details about the Public Financial 

Management System (PFMS): It is a web-

based online software application, 

designed, developed, owned and 

implemented by the Office of the Controller 

General of Accounts. It has been started 

with the objective of tracking the funds 

released under all plan schemes of the 

Government of India and real time 

reporting of expenditure at all levels of 

programme implementation. Subsequently, 

the scope was enlarged to cover direct 

payment to the beneficiaries under all 

schemes. 

Functions of the PFMS: 

 To transfer the funds under various 

government schemes to the 

implementation agencies. 

 To track the usage of the funds by 

various implementation agencies. 

 It enables the ‘Project Implementing 

Agencies (PIAs)’ to transfer funds to the 

lower-level agencies. 

 To make e-payments to the vendors, 

employees and beneficiaries. 

 To facilitate direct benefits transfer to 

the beneficiaries under various 

government schemes, such as 

MGNREGA, the National Social 

Assistance Programme (NSAP). 

 To link the PFMS with the State 

Treasury Systems. 
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 It enables the collection of Non-Tax 

Receipts. 

 Interface with the banks for effective 

payments and reporting to the 

scheme/programme managers.  

 

8. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The Banks Board Bureau (BBB) was set up 

in 2016 as a non-statutory body to 

recommend the names of the Whole-Time 

Directors (WTDs) and the Non-Executive 

Chairmen (NECs) of the Nationalised 

Banks; the Public Sector Insurance 

Companies; and selected financial 

institutions, such as the EXIM Bank; SIDBI; 

NHB; NABARD; IIFCL; and IFCI. However, 

last year, the BBB was declared an 

incompetent authority by the Delhi High 

Court. To end this logjam, the BBB had to 

be struck down and a new body, namely, 

the Financial Services Institutions Bureau 

(FSIB), had to be put in place.  

Establishment of the FSIB: It has been 

set up under the Department of Financial 

Services, the Ministry of Finance. 

Functions: 

 Recommends persons for appointment 

as the Whole-Time Directors (WTDs) 

and the Non-Executive Chairpersons 

(NECs) on the Boards of Directors in 

the Public Sector Banks (PSBs); the 

Public Sector Insurance Companies 

(PSIs); and selected financial 

institutions, such as NABARD; NHB; 

SIDBI; EXIM Bank; IFCI; IIFCL etc. 

 Advises the government on the matters 

relating to appointments, transfer, or 

extension of term of office and 

termination of services of the said 

directors. 

The FSIB is not a statutory body, since 

it has not been set up through an Act of 

the Parliament. 

 

9. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Recently, the European Parliament has 

formulated a new law "Markets in Crypto-

Assets (MiCA)", to regulate the crypto 

currencies.  

Salient Features of MiCA – 

Applicability: The issuers of crypto-assets, 

crypto exchanges and service providers 

that are currently not regulated. 

Scope: Covers almost all forms of crypto-

assets, such as private crypto currencies, 

stable coins etc. However, as of now, Non-

Fungible Tokens (NFTs) are not covered. 

Legal framework for crypto-assets: All 

the entities issuing crypto-assets would be 

required to get license and comply with 

certain prudential rules. For assets with no 

issuer, such as the Bitcoin, the exchanges 

will be required to offer a white paper 

about potential risks, with the possibility of 

being liable for misleading contents.  

 

10. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The Financial Stability Board (FSB) is a 

global organization that regulates and 

makes recommendations regarding the 

global financial system.  

It is hosted and funded by the Bank for 

International Settlements (BIS) and is 

located in Basel (Switzerland). 

Membership: 

 24 member countries (G20 + 4 Key 

financial centres- Hongkong, Singapore, 

Spain and Switzerland). 

 International organizations (such as the 

IMF; the World Bank; the Bank for 

International Settlements, OECD etc.). 

 Standard setting bodies, such as the 

Basel Committee on Banking 

Supervision. 

Role: The FSB is not a treaty-based 

organization. The policies agreed by the 

FSB are not legally binding. Instead, the 

FSB acts as a co-ordinating body to 
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strengthen the financial stability of the 

member countries. 

Relationship with the G20: The FSB 

regularly reports to the G20, which 

supports the implementation of the agreed 

international standards. However, the FSB 

is not run by the G20. 

Relationship with India: India is one of 

the members of the FSB. India is 

represented in the FSB by: (a) The 

Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, 

Ministry of Finance; (b) The Chairman of 

the SEBI; and (c) The Deputy Governor of 

the RBI.  

 

11. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Presently, both the Central and the State 

Governments impose taxes on petrol and 

diesel. The Central Taxes on petrol and 

diesel include: Basic Excise Duty; Special 

Additional Excise Duty; Road and 

Infrastructure Cess; and Agriculture 

Infrastructure and Development Cess. 

Only the Basic Excise Duty, imposed on 

the petroleum products, is distributable 

among the Centre and the states.  

 

12. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The Net International Investment Position 

(NIIP) has been introduced to measure the 

total stock of external financial assets and 

liabilities. It is calculated as: Assets owned 

by the residents in other countries - Assets 

owned by the non-residents within India. 

Positive NIIP indicates that the Indian 

residents own more assets abroad, as 

compared to the assets owned by the non-

residents in India.  

Negative NIIP indicates that a country's 

residents own less assets abroad, than the 

assets of the non-residents.  

India's NIIP could worsen on account of: 

(a) Decrease in external assets; and (b) 

Increase in external liabilities.  

Higher External Commercial Borrowings 

(ECBs) would lead to higher liabilities and 

hence, could worsen the NIIP. However, 

higher FDI outflows would lead to higher 

external assets. Similarly, decrease in 

the NRI deposits leads to decrease in 

the external liabilities.  

 

13. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

CPI-Rural 

(Weightage) 

CPI-Urban 

(Weightage) 

Food and beverages 

(54.18%)  

Food and beverages 

(36.3%)  

Pan, tobacco and 

intoxicants (3.3%) 

Pan, tobacco and 

intoxicants (1.36%) 

Clothing and 

footwear (7.36%) 

Clothing and 

footwear (5.57%) 

Housing (0%) Housing (21.67%) 

Fuel and light 

(7.94%) 

Fuel and light 

(5.58%) 

Miscellaneous 

(Services) (27.26%) 

Miscellaneous 

(Services) (29.5%) 

 

14. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

Vehicle Currency is the currency in which 

trade is invoiced and is usually the 

currency which is different from the 

domestic currencies of the importing and 

the exporting countries. 

 

15. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Rising inflation may result in the reduction 

of the buying power of the people, as the 

same amount of money will buy reduced 

amount of goods and services in the 

economy. 

1. Increased inflation may lead to increase 

in fiscal deficit, as the government 

outgo on subsidies will increase in an 

inflationary scenario. For example, to 

supply rice for the PDS (The Public 

Distribution System), the government 
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will have to buy rice at increased 

prices, increasing deficit. However, 

increased inflation may also lead to 

increase in tax revenues and thus fiscal 

deficit may reduce. Hence, increased 

inflation may not necessarily lead to 

increased fiscal deficit. 

2. Real wages will fall, as the same 

amount of money will not be able to 

buy same goods and services. 

3. Since India is a net importer of good 

and services, primarily oil and gas, 

increased inflation leads to increased 

current account deficit. This is because 

when the prices of the imported 

commodities rise, the exports do not 

increase suddenly, while the imports 

for India are relatively inelastic.  

4. Since, savings of the elderly are often 

fixed in the banks or in the form of 

cash, higher inflation leads to erosion 

of their savings. 

5. Higher inflation leads to reduction of 

real interest rates.  

 

16. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

 A nation is, to a great extent, an 

‘imagined’ community, held together by 

the collective beliefs, aspirations and 

imaginations of its members. It is based 

on certain assumptions, which the 

people make about the collective whole 

with which they identify.  

 A nation is constituted by belief. 

Nations are not like mountains, rivers 

or buildings, which we can see and feel. 

They are not the things which exist 

independent of the beliefs that the 

people have about them. To speak of 

the people as a nation is not to make a 

comment about their physical 

characteristics or behaviour. Rather, it 

is to refer to the collective identity and 

vision for the future of a group, which 

aspires to have an independent political 

existence.  

 The people, who see themselves as a 

nation, also embody a sense of 

continuing historical identity. That is, 

the nations perceive themselves as 

stretching back into the past, as well as 

reaching into the future. They 

articulate for themselves a sense of 

their own history by drawing on 

collective memories, legends and 

historical records, to outline the 

continuing identity of the nation. 

 The nations identify with a particular 

territory. Sharing a common past and 

living together on a particular territory 

over a long period of time gives the 

people a sense of their collective 

identity. It helps them to imagine 

themselves as one people. 

 While territory and shared historical 

identity play an important role in 

creating a sense of oneness, it is a 

shared vision of the future and the 

collective aspiration to have an 

independent political existence that 

distinguishes the groups from the 

nations. The members of a nation share 

a vision of the kind of state they want 

to build.  

 

17. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

The Directive Principles of State Policy 

(DPSP) under Article 48A: Protection and 

improvement of the environment and 

safeguarding of the forests and wild life. 

The State shall endeavour to protect and 

improve the environment and to safeguard 

the forests and wild life of the country.  

Fundamental Duty under Article 51 A: 

To protect and improve the natural 

environment including forests, lakes, rivers 

and wild life, and to have compassion for 

living creatures.  

 

18. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

The Fundamental Rights in India: Most 

of them are available against the arbitrary 

action of the State, with a few exceptions, 
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like those against the State’s action and 

against the action of private individuals. 

When the Rights that are available against 

the State’s action only are violated by the 

private individuals, there are no 

Constitutional remedies, but only ordinary 

legal remedies. 

Article 33 - Parliament may, by 

law, determine to what extent any of the 

rights conferred by Part III (Fundamental 

Rights) shall, in their application to, – 

(a)  the members of the Armed Forces; or 

(b)  the members of the Forces charged 

with the maintenance of public order; 

or 

(c)  persons employed in any bureau or 

other organisation established by the 

State for purposes of intelligence or 

counter intelligence; or 

(d) person employed in, or in connection 

with, the telecommunication systems 

set up for the purposes of any Force, 

bureau or organisation referred to in 

clauses (a) to (c), be restricted or 

abrogated so as to ensure the proper 

discharge of their duties and the 

maintenance of discipline among them.  

 

19. Answer: (c)  

 Explanation: 

The Right to Vote: The Right to Vote is a 

Constitutional right under Article 326 of 

the Constitution.  

Article 326: The elections to the House of 

the People and to the Legislative Assembly 

of every State shall be on the basis of adult 

suffrage; that is to say, every person, who 

is a citizen of India and who is not less 

than eighteen years of age on such date as 

may be fixed in that behalf by or under any 

law made by the appropriate legislature 

and is not otherwise disqualified under this 

Constitution or any law made by the 

appropriate legislature on the ground of 

non-residence, unsoundness of mind, 

crime or corrupt or illegal practice, shall be 

entitled to be registered as a voter at any 

such election. 

The Representation of the People Act, 

1951, deals with the Right to Vote and 

limitations, if any, under Section 62.  

Section 62(5) of the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951, says that no person shall 

vote at any election if he is confined in a 

prison, whether under a sentence of 

imprisonment or transportation or 

otherwise, or is in the lawful custody of the 

police. This provision bars both the non-

convicted under-trial prisoners awaiting 

sentence and the convicted prisoners from 

exercising the Right to Vote. 

  

20. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

In the Third Judges Case, the Supreme 

Court first stated that, “it is desirable that 

the collegium should consist of the Chief 

Justice of India and the four senior-most 

puisne Judges of the Supreme Court”.  

It then went on to qualify this general rule 

and stated that, 

“Ordinarily, one of the four senior-most 

puisne Judges of the Supreme Court would 

succeed the Chief Justice of India, but if 

the situation should be such that the 

successor Chief Justice is not one of the 

four senior-most puisne Judges, he must 

invariably be made part of the collegium. 

The Judges to be appointed will function 

during his term and it is but right that he 

should have a hand in their selection.” 

This requirement is reiterated in 

the Memorandum of Procedure for the 

appointment of the Supreme Court Judges 

of the Department of Justice, the Ministry 

of Law and Justice. 

The Memorandum of Procedure states that, 

“If the successor Chief Justice of India is 

not one of the four senior-most puisne 

Judges, he would be made part of the 

collegium as he should have a hand in the 

selection of Judges who will function 

during his term as the Chief Justice of 

India”.  

 

https://doj.gov.in/memorandum-of-procedure-of-appointment-of-supreme-court-judges/


RAUSIAS PRE PAREEKSHAN–1(SET-A) 7 

21. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

The 73rd Amendment Act, 1992, has added 

a new Part-IX to the Constitution of India. 

This Part is entitled as ‘The Panchayats’ 

and consists of provisions from Articles 

243 to 243 O.  

In addition, the Act has also added a new 

Eleventh Schedule to the Constitution. 

This Schedule contains 29 functional items 

of the Panchayats. It deals with Article 243 

G.  

The Act has given a practical shape to 

Article 40 of the Constitution, which 

says that, “The State shall take steps to 

organise Village Panchayats and endow 

them with such powers and authority as 

may be necessary to enable them to 

function as units of self-government.” 

This Article forms a part of the Directive 

Principles of State Policy. 

The Act provides for the reservation of not 

less than one-third of the total number of 

seats for women (including the number of 

seats reserved for women belonging the 

SCs and the STs). Further, not less than 

one-third of the total number of the offices 

of the chairpersons in the Panchayats at 

each level shall be reserved for women. 

The 73rd Amendment introduced the local 

governing bodies across India. This 

Amendment, however, did not require the 

implementation of the local self-governing 

bodies. It only mandated the creation of 

the local self-governing bodies, and left the 

decision to delegate powers, functions and 

finances to the State Legislatures. And 

therein lies the failure of the Panchayati 

Raj Institutions (PRIs).  

As India celebrates its 30th anniversary of 

the 1992 Constitutional Amendment, that 

gave legal backing to the Panchayati Raj 

system by making India's governance three 

tier – the Union, the state and the local 

governments – one of the biggest 

contributions of the Amendment has been 

the formalising of the Gram Sabha.  

Note: Article 243B (Constitution of 

Panchayats) 

1. There shall be constituted in every 

State, Panchayats at the village, 

intermediate and district levels, in 

accordance with the provisions of this 

Part. 

2. Notwithstanding anything in clause 

(1), the Panchayats at the 

intermediate level may not be 

constituted in a State having a 

population not exceeding twenty 

lakhs.  

 

22. Answer: (b) 

Explanation: 

Rule of Law: The concept of ‘equality 

before law’ is an element of the concept of 

‘Rule of Law’, propounded by A. V. Dicey, 

the British jurist. His concept has the 

following three elements or aspects: 

Absence of arbitrary power, that is, no man 

can be punished except for a breach of law. 

Equality before the law, that is, equal 

subjection of all citizens (rich or poor, high 

or low, official or non-official) to the 

ordinary law of the land administered by 

the ordinary law courts. 

The primacy of the rights of the individual, 

that is, the constitution is the result of the 

rights of the individual as defined and 

enforced by the courts of law rather than 

the constitution being the source of the 

individual rights. 

The first and the second elements are 

applicable to the Indian System and not 

the third one. In the Indian System, the 

constitution is the source of the individual 

rights. 

The Supreme Court held that the ‘Rule of 

Law’ as embodied in Article 14 is a ‘basic 

feature’ of the constitution. Hence, it 

cannot be destroyed even by an 

amendment. 
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23. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Article 101 - Vacation of Seats: 

1. No person shall be a Member of both 

Houses of the Parliament and provision 

shall be made by the Parliament by law 

for the vacation by a person, who is 

chosen a Member of both the Houses, 

of his seat in one House or the other.  

2. No person shall be a Member of both 

the Parliament and of a House of the 

Legislature of a State, and if a person is 

chosen a Member both of the 

Parliament and of a House of the 

Legislature of a State, then, at the 

expiration of such period as may be 

specified in the rules made by the 

President, that person’s seat in the 

Parliament shall become vacant, unless 

he has previously resigned his seat in 

the Legislature of the State.  

3. If a Member of either House of the 

Parliament – (a) becomes subject to any 

of the disqualifications mentioned in 

Clause (1) and Clause (2) of Article 102 

– (Holding Office of Profit, Defection 

under Tenth Schedule) or (b) resigns 

his seat by writing under his hand 

addressed to the Chairman or the 

Speaker and his resignation is accepted 

by the Chairman or the Speaker.  

4. If, for a period of 60 days, a Member of 

either House of the Parliament is, 

without the permission of the House, 

absent from all meetings thereof, the 

House may declare his seat vacant - 

Provided that in computing the said 

period of sixty days no account shall be 

taken of any period during which the 

House is prorogued or is adjourned for 

more than four consecutive days.  

Article 101(2) of the Constitution, read 

with Rule 2 of the Prohibition of 

Simultaneous Membership Rules, 1950: 

The Members of the State Legislatures, 

who have been elected to the Lok Sabha, 

must resign their seats within 14 days 

“from the date of publication in the Gazette 

of India or in the Official Gazette of the 

State, whichever is later, of the declaration 

that he has been so chosen”, failing which 

their seats in the Lok Sabha shall 

automatically fall vacant.  

 

24. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha has the 

power of ‘Automatic Suspension of a 

Member’, as per the Rules of Procedure 

and Conduct of Business in the Lok 

Sabha.  

Whereas the Rules of Procedure and 

Conduct of Business in the Council of 

States empowers the Chairman of the 

Rajya Sabha for the withdrawal of the 

Members, suspension of the Members and 

also to adjourn the Council or suspend its 

sitting.  

 

25. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Nari Adalat is a new component for 

providing women with an alternate 

Grievance Redressal Mechanism for 

resolving the cases of petty nature 

(harassment, subversion, curtailment of 

rights or entitlements), faced by women at 

the Gram Panachayat level, which will be 

implemented in a phased manner. 

The Ministry of Women and Child 

Development will implement “Nari Adalat”. 

The Nari Adalats as women's collectives 

will be formed of committed and socially 

respected women chosen for that purpose. 

This platform will also be utilized for 

engaging with the public for awareness 

generation and getting feedback for 

improvement in the schemes and for 

effective public delivery of services. These 

will be provided logistic support through 

the Gram Panchayats in convergence 

with the Ministry of Panchayati Raj; the 

Ministry of Rural Development; and the 

Common Services Centres (CSCs), run 

by the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology.  
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26. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

 Article 19(1)(e) states that all the 

citizens have the right to reside and 

settle in any part of the territory of 

India. However, under Article 19(5), the 

state can impose restrictions in the 

interest of general public or for the 

protection of the interests of any 

Scheduled Tribe.  

 Article 13 – Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR) - Everyone has 

the right to freedom of movement and 

residence within the borders of each 

state. 

 The Theory of Eminent Domain 

empowers the government to acquire 

private property for public use 

without the owner's consent. Thus, it 

goes against the principle of the 

Right to Shelter.  

 

27. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The term 'Scheduled Tribes' (STs) first 

appeared in the Constitution of India. 

Article 366 (25) defined the STs as "such 

tribes or tribal communities or parts of or 

groups within such tribes or tribal 

communities as are deemed under Article 

342 to be Scheduled Tribes for the 

purposes of this Constitution".  

The President may, with respect to any 

state or Union Territory, and where it is a 

state, after consultation with the Governor 

thereof by public notification, specify the 

tribes or tribal communities or parts of or 

groups within tribes or tribal communities 

which shall, for the purposes of this 

Constitution, is/are deemed to be the 

Scheduled Tribes in relation to that state 

or Union Territory, as the case may be. 

The Parliament may by law include in or 

exclude from the list of the Scheduled 

Tribes specified in a notification issued 

under Clause (1) any tribe or tribal 

community or part of or group within any 

tribe or tribal community, but save as 

aforesaid, a notification issued under the 

said Clause shall not be varied by any 

subsequent notification. 

Thus, the first specification of the STs in 

relation to a particular state/Union 

Territory is by a notified order of the 

President, after consultation with the state 

governments concerned. These orders can 

be modified subsequently only through an 

Act of the Parliament. The above Article 

also provides for the listing of the STs 

state/Union Territory-wise and not on 

an all-India basis. 

The criterion followed for the specification 

of a community, as STs is the indication of 

primitive traits, distinctive culture, 

geographical isolation, shyness of contact 

with the community at large and 

backwardness. This criterion is not spelt 

out in the Constitution, but has become 

well established.  

 

28. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

 The Indian Evidence Act, 1872 - 

Confession by the accused while in the 

custody of the police not to be proved 

against him - Confession made by any 

person while he is in the custody of a 

police officer shall not be proved as 

against such person, unless it be 

made in the immediate presence of a 

Magistrate.  

 As per Article 20, a person shall be 

convicted only for the violation of a law 

which is in force at the time of the 

commission of the crime and penalized 

accordingly. It means that he shall not 

be penalized more for any crime 

committed by the person. Further, no 

person shall be prosecuted and 

punished for the same offence more 

than once and no person accused of 

any offence shall be compelled to be a 

witness against himself.  
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 Under Article 22, the Constitution also 

provides for protection against arrest 

and detention in certain cases. Every 

person, who is arrested, shall be 

informed of the grounds of arrest and 

shall have a right to consult and to be 

defended by a legal practitioner of his 

choice. Every person, who is arrested 

and detained in custody, shall be 

produced before the nearest Magistrate 

within a period of 24 hours of such 

arrest. However, these provisions under 

Article 22 shall not be applicable to –  

o any person who, for the time being, 

is an enemy alien. 

o any person who is arrested or 

detained under any law providing 

for preventive detention.  

 

29. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Constitution 103rd Amendment Act, 

2019: 

1. It added Article 15(6) and Article 16 

(6) to the Constitution, facilitating 

10% reservations in favour of the 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) 

in public employment, and in public 

and private higher education 

institutions. 

2. The SCs, the STs and the non-creamy 

layer population in the OBC category, 

who already benefit from positive 

discrimination, will not get benefits of 

the EWS category. 

3. This reservation will be over and above 

the nearly 50% in favour of the SCs, the 

STs and the non-creamy layer, thus, 

taking effective reservations till 60%. 

Important Highlights of the Supreme 

Court Judgment on EWS: 

 Reservation is an instrument of 

affirmative action by the state to 

ensure an all-inclusive march towards 

the goal of an egalitarian society while 

countering inequalities. 

 Does not Violate Basic Structure -

 Reservation singularly on economic 

background does not violate any 

essential feature of the Constitution 

and does not cause any damage to the 

basic structure of the constitution. 

 Does Not Violate Equality Code -

 Exclusion of the reserved categories 

from the EWS quota does not violate 

the equality code and does not in any 

manner cause damage to the basic 

structure of the constitution. 

 Does Not Affect Special Rights of 

SC/ST/OBC - The Amendment creates 

a separate class of EWS from the 

general or unreserved category without 

affecting the special rights of 

reservations provided to the SC’s, ST’s 

and SEBC’s. Therefore, exclusion of 

SC’s, ST’s and SEBC from such 

reservation is not unreasonable.  

 

30. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The Election Symbols (Reservation and 

Allotment) Order, 1968, empowers the 

Election Commission in relation to the 

splinter groups or rival sections or a 

recognised political party. This order 

was issued by the Election Commission 

of India in exercise of powers derived 

from RPA, 1951. 

The Election Commission of India (ECI) 

takes into account all available facts and 

circumstances of the case and hearing 

such representatives of the sections or 

groups and other persons as desire to be 

heard. The ECI can decide one such rival 

section or group or none of such rival 

sections or groups. The decision of the ECI 

shall be binding on all such rival sections 

or groups. 

The 10th Schedule to the Constitution 

empowers the Speaker to legitimately 

recognised if 2/3rds members of a 

political party decide to merge with a 

different political party. However, the 
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members of the political party cannot 

form a separate political party, but need 

to merge with an existing political 

party.  

 

31. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Minorities are notified under the National 

Commission for Minorities Act, 1992.  

The Union Government set up the National 

Commission for Minorities (NCM) under 

the National Commission for Minorities 

Act, 1992. Six religious communities, viz., 

Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, 

Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains have been 

notified in the Gazette of India as minority 

communities by the Union Government all 

over India. 

The original notification of 1993 was for 

five religious communities, viz., Sikhs, 

Buddhists, Parsis, Christians and 

Muslims. Later, in 2014, Jains community 

was also added. As per Census 2001, these 

six communities constitute 18.8% of the 

country's population.  

 

32. Answer: (a)  

 Explanation: 

The North-Eastern Council: 

 The North-Eastern Council (NEC) was 

established by the North-Eastern 

Council (NEC) Act, 1971, initially as 

an apex level advisory body, for 

securing balanced and co-ordinated 

development and facilitating effective 

co-ordination amongst the seven states 

of the North-Eastern Region.  

 After the amendment of the NEC Act in 

2002, Sikkim was added as the 8th 

member state, and the NEC was 

mandated to function as a statutory 

Regional Planning Body for the North- 

Eastern Region.  

 The Council comprises the Governors 

and Chief Ministers of the constituent 

states and three members to be 

nominated by the President, as given 

in the North-Eastern Council 

(Amendment) Act, 2002.  

 According to the North-Eastern Council 

Act, the President shall nominate the 

Chairman of the Council. The Union 

Home Minister is the ex-officio 

Chairman and the Minister of State 

(Independent Charge) for the Ministry 

of Development of North Eastern 

Region (DoNER) is the ex-officio Vice-

Chairman of the NEC.  

 Functions of the North-Eastern 

Council:  

o The NE Council shall function as a 

regional planning body for the 

north-eastern area. The plans of the 

Council shall give priority to the 

schemes and projects which will 

benefit two or more states.  

o Review implementation of the 

projects and schemes included in 

the regional plan and recommend 

measures for effecting co-ordination 

among the Governments of the 

States. 

 Recommend to the State 

Governments or the Central 

Government, undertaking of 

necessary surveys and 

investigation of the projects in 

any state, represented in the 

Council, to facilitate 

consideration of feasibility of 

including new projects in the 

regional plan. 

 Review, from time-to-time, the 

measures taken by the states for 

the maintenance of security and 

public order, and recommend 

measures.  

 

33. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Most Harappan sites are located in the 

semi-arid lands, where irrigation was 

probably required for agriculture. Traces of 

canals have been found at the Harappan 
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site of Shortughai in Afghanistan, but not 

in Punjab or Sind. It is possible that the 

ancient canals silted-up long ago. It is also 

likely that the water drawn from the wells 

was used for irrigation. Besides, water 

reservoirs found in Dholavira (Gujarat) 

may have been used to store water for 

agriculture.  

Terracotta models of the plough have been 

found at sites in Cholistan (Pakistan) and 

at Banawali (Haryana).  

The archaeologists have also found the 

evidence of a ploughed field at Kalibangan 

(Rajasthan), associated with the Early 

Harappan levels.  

The field had two sets of furrows at right 

angles to each other, suggesting that two 

different crops were grown together. 

Processing of food required grinding 

equipment, as well as vessels for mixing, 

blending and cooking. These were made of 

stone, metal and terracotta. Saddle querns 

have been found in large numbers, which 

were used for food processing. 

Bronze toy cart was found in 

Chanhudaro. Also, shell-ornament makers’ 

and bead makers’ shops were found here. 

 

34. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The earliest decipherable inscription 

regarding India is the Boghazkoi 

Inscription. This inscription was found in 

the form of clay tablets from Boghazkoi, 

the capital of the ancient Hitties Empire. 

This inscription contains the description of 

an accord between the Hittani and the 

Mittani states, and mentions four Vedic 

deities - Indra, Mitra, Varun and Nasatya - 

as the guard deities of the accord. 

 

35. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

The references to the kings in the sixth 

century BC indicate their rule over a 

territory with a regular taxation system 

and army. There are references to Krsaka, 

i.e., the peasants who paid taxes to the 

king. Now the peasant and the army were 

not linked in any kinship tie with the Raja. 

The distinction was now between the Raja 

and the Praja. A standing army implied 

control over the local peasantry through 

force, and an attitude of permanent 

confrontation with the people and the 

kings of the neighbouring territories.  

The cattle raids of the preceding period 

were replaced by organised campaigns, in 

which the territory was annexed, and the 

agriculturists and the traders were forced 

to pay taxes. Officials entrusted with the 

work of tax collection are repeatedly 

mentioned.  

An official called Bhagadugha collected 

Bhaga, i.e., a share of the agricultural 

produce. Survey of the agricultural land 

was done by an official called 

Rajjugahaka. The Jatakas mention royal 

officials measuring out grains to send them 

to the king's granary. The Mahajanapadas 

did not bear the name of the dominant 

Kshatriya lineage in most of the cases. For 

example, Kosala, Magadha, Avanti and 

Vatsa were not named after any Kshatriya 

lineages. 

During the Gupta times, lands not under 

cultivation were variously called Khila, 

Aprahata, etc., and the inscriptions give 

the impression that uncultivated land was 

being regularly brought under cultivation. 

The classification of the land according to 

soil, fertility and the use to which it was 

put was not unknown. Different land 

measures were known in different regions, 

although one cannot be certain what exact 

measure was denoted by a term. In some 

areas, Nivartana was the term used for a 

measure of land, whereas in the 

inscriptions of Bengal, terms like 

Kulyavapa and Dronavapa are used.  

 

36. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Ajatashatru was a king who ruled over 

Magadha. He belonged to the Haryanka 
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dynasty. He is believed to have met 

Buddha. This scene is also signified in the 

sculptures of Bharhut. 

Kalidasa was one the Navratnas during 

Chandragupta II of the Gupta dynasty. 

Fa-Hien was a Chinese pilgrim, who visited 

India during the reign of Chandragupta II, 

on a religious mission. He travelled by foot 

from China to India and returned by the 

sea route. 

Hiuen-Tsang, or Xuanzang, was a Chinese 

Buddhist monk, who travelled over land 

from China to India during the reign of 

King Harsha Vardhana to obtain the 

Buddhist scriptures.  

Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang visited 

Kamrupa. He met Kamrupa King 

Bhaskar Barman in Gauda and got an 

invitation to visit his kingdom. So, Hiuen-

Tsang came to Assam and attended the 

court of King Bhaskar Barman. His 

accounts on Kamrupa are valuable sources 

of the history of Assam.  

 

37. Answer: (a)  

 Explanation: 

S.N. Court Poet Patron King 

1. Vakpatiraja Yashovarmana 

2. Sandhyakar 

Nandin 

Ramapala 

3. Anand Bhatta Balladsena 

 

38. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The sculpture of the Descent of Ganga, 

also called Arjuna’s penance on the river 

bank, in order to acquire arms, has been 

carved along a huge rock surface in 

Mahabalipuram.  

Trimurti Sadashiv is a sculpture of 

Shiva with three heads found in the 

Elephanta Caves, near Mumbai. These 

archaeological remains reveal the evidence 

of occupation from as early as the 2nd 

century BC. The rock-cut Elephanta Caves 

were constructed about the mid-5th to the 

6th centuries AD. 

Depiction of a monumental rock-cut 

elephant at Dhauli (Odisha) shows 

modelling in round with linear rhythm. 

It also has the Ashokan Rock-Edict. 

Dumar Lena Cave is a famous cave 

located in the Ellora Caves. The halls are 

adorned with six huge sculptural panels, 

depicting various episodes connected with 

Lord Siva. They are Ravana Shaking Mount 

Kailasa; the celestial marriage between 

Lord Siva and Parvati; 

Andhakasuravadamurti; Siva and Parvati 

playing Chausar; Nataraja; and Lakulisa (A 

form of Lord Siva). River goddesses are 

positioned outside the north and the south 

entrances. This cave also has two 

mysterious sculpted depressions, one on 

the south and other on the north. The 

exact function of these depressions is not 

clearly understood. Various identifications 

have been proposed, the prominent among 

them is that they are the religious Vedic 

altars, used at specific important religious 

rituals.  

 

39. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

 Revenue from the land was the 

economic mainstay of the Mughal 

Empire. The administrative apparatus 

included the office (Daftar) of the 

Diwan, who was responsible for 

supervising the fiscal system of the 

empire. 

 The land revenue arrangements 

consisted of two stages: First, 

assessment and then actual collection. 

Jama was the amount assessed and 

Hasil was the amount collected. 

 The revenue collector was known as 

Amil-Guzar, who made efforts to ensure 

that the peasants paid revenue in cash. 

However, the option of payment in kind 

was also kept open.  
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 Both cultivated and cultivable lands 

were measured in each province. The 

Ain compiled the aggregates of such 

lands during Akbar’s rule.  

 Efforts to measure lands continued 

under the subsequent emperors. In 

1665, Aurangzeb expressly instructed 

his revenue officials to prepare annual 

records of the number of cultivators in 

each village.  

 Chachar was land that has lain fallow 

for three or four years. 

 

40. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Tajwiz was a petition presented by a 

nobleman to the emperor, recommending 

that an applicant be recruited as a 

Mansabdar.  

 

41. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The post of ‘Mustakharaj’ was created 

by Alauddin Khilji for the purpose of 

collection of revenue. 

Alauddin Khilji built the palace of 

thousand pillars, called Hazar Sutan. 

Sikandar Lodhi composed poems in 

Persian with the pen name ‘Gulrukhi’. 

He introduced Gaz-i-Sikandari.  

 

42. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The threat of assassination or usurpation 

and the need to pre-emptively strike were 

occupational hazards for a king in the 

Vijayanagar Empire. Paranoia was the 

commonplace.  

According to Fernao Nuniz, Virupaksha 

Raya II (1465–85) had summoned one of 

his regional governors and had him put to 

death, solely because in his dream the 

governor had entered his room to kill him. 

According to Abdur Razzaq, taxes on the 

prostitutes in the Vijayanagar Empire paid 

for the city’s police services. If the 

policemen could not find an object reported 

lost or stolen, they fully compensate the 

owner for it. Razzaq witnesses this 

personally. ‘Several slaves, that my 

companions had bought, ran away,’ he 

writes, and the policemen, after a futile 

search ‘in the quarter where the poor lived’, 

paid the fair price for each slave to the 

owners. 

 

43. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

S.N. Term Meaning 

1. Sajjad 

nashin 

Custodians of the 

Sufi shrines  

2. Sanad Mughal imperial 

order  

3. Saranjam Transferable land 

rights 

4. Nankar Revenue free land 

 

44. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Christian missionaries and European 

individuals, like David Hare, started 

opening schools in all parts of India, where 

English became the medium of instruction.  

And then the Calcutta School Book Society 

and, later, the Calcutta School Society, 

began to promote vernacular schools for 

elementary education.  

The tide seemed to shift decisively in the 

other direction when Raja Rammohan Roy 

sent a memorandum to the Governor-

General protesting against the founding of 

the Sanskrit College in Calcutta. Roy 

represented a generation of Indians who 

believed that the modernization of India 

would come through English education 

and the dissemination of knowledge of the 

Western sciences. 

In 1854, Charles Wood’s Education 

Dispatch signalled a shift away from the 

Downward Filtration Policy, as it 

recommended the extension of vernacular 
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elementary education, which was endorsed 

by Dalhousie’s administration.  

However, even in this shifting focus 

towards elementary mass education, it was 

not difficult to see a concern for the 

political economy of the empire that rested 

on the idea of division of labour. 

Bengali intellectual Mahendra Lal Sircar 

established the Indian Association for 

the Cultivation of Science in 1876. 

 

45. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

It was the summer of 1859 in Bengal when 

thousands of ryots (peasants) refused to 

grow indigo for the European planters (the 

owners of the land and the indigo 

factories). It was a show of rage and 

undying resolve. It became one of the most 

remarkable peasant movements of the 

Indian history. It came to be called the Neel 

Bidroha or the Indigo Revolt. 

Indigo was being cultivated in Bengal since 

the end of the 18th century. It was 

practised mainly in two forms, the Nij-abad 

and the Ryoti. 

In the Nij or ‘own’ system, the planter 

produced indigo on the lands that he 

directly controlled. In the Ryoti cultivation, 

the ryots cultivated indigo on their own 

lands, as part of a contract with the 

planters. 

Ryoti was the predominant form of indigo 

cultivation in Bengal. The ryots sowed 

indigo under a contract system. 

It was in the light of the general unrest 

surrounding indigo cultivation that a 

Commission was set up in 1860 to inquire 

into the ills of the system. The Indigo 

Commission, as it came to be called, was 

constituted of 5 members, including: W.S. 

Seton Karr and R. Temple, who 

represented the British government; Rev. J. 

Sale represented the Christian 

Missionaries; W. F. Ferguson represented 

the European planters; and 

Chandramohan Chatterjee represented 

the Zamindars. 

The Commission found that the indigo 

cultivation system was oppressive in 

nature, especially because of the system of 

advances. Some were willingly lured by it, 

because they had to pay rent and celebrate 

the annual festival of Durga Puja, while 

others suffered under it because their 

fathers or grandfathers had taken the 

advance and now they were captured in a 

cycle of debt. “The son sows because he 

believes that he is responsible for his 

father’s debt.” 

Note: The revolt enjoyed the support of all 

categories of the rural population, 

including the Zamindars, money-lenders, 

rich peasants and even the Karamcharis of 

the indigo concerns. 

 

46. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

Rajagopalachari Formula – The scheme 

embodying the formula was: (1) The League 

would endorse the demand for 

independence and co-operate with the 

Congress in forming a provisional 

government for the transitional period; (2) 

At the end of the war, a plebiscite of all the 

inhabitants in the Muslim-majority areas 

in the north-west and the north-east would 

decide whether or not they should form a 

separate state; (3) In the event of 

separation, agreements would be made for 

defence, communications and other 

essential matters; and (4) These terms were 

to be binding only in case of transfer by 

England of full power and responsibility for 

the Government of India. 

Provisions of the Cripps Mission, 1942: 

 Immediately upon the cessation of 

hostilities, steps shall be taken to set 

up in India, in the manner prescribed 

hereafter, by an elected body, charged 

with the task of framing a new 

Constitution for India. 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/indigo-revolt-bengal
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 Provision shall be made for the 

participation of the Indian States in the 

Constitution-making body. 

 The Constitution-making body would 

be elected by the members of the Lower 

House of the Provincial Legislatures, by 

the system of proportional 

representation. 

 Until the new Constitution could be 

framed, the British Government 

would remain responsible for the 

defence of India, but they "desire and 

invite the immediate and effective 

participation of the leaders of the 

principal sections of the Indian people 

in the counsels of their country, of the 

Commonwealth and of the United 

Nations”. 

 

47. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

The Non-Cooperation Movement started 

with middle-class participation in the 

cities. 

Thousands of students left government-

controlled schools and colleges; the 

headmasters and teachers resigned; and 

the lawyers gave up their legal practices. 

The Council elections were boycotted in 

most provinces, except Madras, where 

the Justice Party, the party of the non-

Brahmans, felt that entering the Council 

was one way of gaining some power – 

something that usually only the 

Brahmans had access to. 

In Awadh, the peasants were led by Baba 

Ramchandra, a Sanyasi, who had earlier 

been to Fiji as an indentured labourer. The 

Movement here was against the Talukdars 

and the landlords, who demanded from the 

peasants’ exorbitantly high rents and a 

variety of other cesses. The peasants had 

to do Begar and work at the landlords’ 

farms without any payment. 

As tenants, they had no security of tenure, 

being regularly evicted, so that they could 

acquire no right over the leased land. The 

peasant movement demanded reduction of 

revenue, abolition of Begar and social 

boycott of the oppressive landlords.  

In many places, nai – dhobi bandhs were 

organized by the Panchayats to deprive the 

landlords of the services of even the 

barbers and the washermen. 

In June, 1920, Jawaharlal Nehru began 

going around the villages in Awadh, talking 

to the villagers and trying to understand 

their grievances. By October, the Oudh 

Kisan Sabha was set up, headed by 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Baba Ramchandra and 

a few others.  

 

48. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The Russian Revolution of 1917 proved to 

be an added advantage for the Home Rule 

campaign. The Home Rule agitation was 

later joined by Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal 

Nehru, Bhulabhai Desai, Chittaranjan Das, 

Madan Mohan Malaviya, Mohammad Ali 

Jinnah, Tej Bahadur Sapru and Lala 

Lajpat Rai. Some of these leaders became 

the heads of the local branches.  

Many of the Moderate Congressmen, who 

were disillusioned with Congress inactivity, 

and some members of Gokhale’s 

Servants of India Society, also joined 

the agitation. However, the Anglo-Indians, 

most of the Muslims and non-Brahmins 

from the South, did not join, as they felt 

that the Home Rule would mean the rule of 

the Hindu majority, and that too mainly by 

the high caste.  

 

49. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Surya Sen had participated in the Non-

Cooperation Movement and had become a 

teacher in the National School in 

Chittagong. He was imprisoned from 1926 

to 1928 for revolutionary activities and 

afterwards continued working in the 

Congress. He was the Secretary of the 

Chittagong District Congress Committee.  

Surya Sen decided to organize an armed 

rebellion, along with his associates — 

Anant Singh, Ganesh Ghosh and Lokenath 
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Baul — to show that it was possible to 

challenge the armed might of the mighty 

British Empire. They had planned to 

occupy two main armouries in Chittagong 

to seize and supply arms to the 

revolutionaries to destroy telephone and 

telegraph lines, and to dislocate the railway 

link of Chittagong with the rest of Bengal.  

The raid was conducted in April, 1930, and 

involved 65 activists under the banner of 

the Indian Republican Army – Chittagong 

Branch. The raid was quite successful; 

Sen hoisted the national flag, took salute 

and proclaimed a provisional revolutionary 

government. Later, they dispersed into the 

neighbouring villages and raided 

government targets. Surya Sen was 

arrested in February, 1933 and hanged in 

January, 1934, but the Chittagong raid 

fired the imagination of the revolutionary-

minded youth, and recruits poured into the 

revolutionary groups in a steady stream.  

 

50. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The younger section of the Congress 

considered the idea of Dominion Status, 

mentioned in the Nehru Report, as a step 

backward. Jawahar Lal Nehru and 

Subhash Chandra Bose rejected the 

Congress’ goal and set up the 

Independence for India League in April, 

1928. It forth the demand for complete 

independence. 

Important developments, like the Meerut 

Conspiracy Case, kept the political 

temperature high during 1929. In March, 

1929, the Government arrested 31 labour 

leaders, and the three-and-a-half-year trial 

resulted in the conviction of Muzaffar 

Ahmed, S.A. Dange, Philip Spratt, Shaukat 

Usmani and others. The trial got worldwide 

publicity. 

In November, 1929, a conference of 

prominent national leaders issued a ‘Delhi 

Manifesto’, which put forward certain 

conditions for attending the Round Table 

Conference, which included the demand 

for the formulation of the Constitution for 

the implementation of the Dominion Status 

and its basic principle should be accepted 

immediately. 

When the whole country was preparing for 

the start of the Civil Disobedience 

Movement in 1930, the students in Assam 

also played a key role. To discourage and 

stop the students to participate in the Civil 

Disobedience Movement, J.R. 

Cunningham, the then powerful Director of 

Public Information of Assam, issued the 

Cunningham Circular in 1930, imposing 

a blanket ban on any anti-British and pro-

Swadeshi activity by the students. 

 

51. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Sir T. Madhava Rao: 

 He was an Indian statesman, civil 

servant, administrator and politician, 

who served as the Diwan of Travancore 

(1857-72), Indore (1873-75) and Baroda 

(1875-82). 

 Sir Madhava Rao drafted a Model 

Constitution for the Princely States of 

India in 1874, based on the principles 

of separation of power of the state and 

sent it to Lord Napier, the Viceroy of 

India. 

 Sir Madhava Rao authored the book 

‘Hints on the Art and Science of 

Government’, which were delivered as a 

series of lectures for training the young 

Maharaja of Baroda, Sayaji Rao 

Gaekwad III. It is the first extensive 

commentary on statecraft in India of 

the late nineteenth century. 

 In his later life, Madhava Rao 

actively participated in politics and 

was one of the early pioneers of 

the Indian National Congress.  

 

52. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

The Quit India Resolution, adopted by the 

All India Congress Committee (AICC) in 

Bombay (Gowalia Tank) on 8th August 

1942, proposed to begin this mass civil 

disobedience under Gandhi’s direction.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_National_Congress
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The Resolution stated: Immediate end to 

the British rule in India; declare 

commitment for free India to defend itself 

against all types of fascism and 

imperialism; form a Provisional 

Government of India after British 

withdrawal.  

Gandhi’s general instructions to 

different sections included: 

 The government servants were asked 

not to resign, but to declare 

allegiance to the Congress. 

 The peasants were asked to pay 

mutually agreed rent, if the Zamindars 

were anti-government. 

A significant feature of the Movement was 

the emergence of parallel governments in 

some parts of the country. The first one 

was proclaimed in Ballia (UP), under the 

leadership of Chittu Pandey. In Midnapur, 

Jatiya Sarkar came into existence, 

which undertook cyclone relief work and 

organized an armed Vidyut Vahini. 

Satish Chandra Samantha, was elected 

as Sarbadhinayaka of Jatiya Sarkar. In 

Satara, the longest-lasting parallel 

government was formed. In this region 

Y.B. Chavan and Nana Patil emerged as 

the most important leaders. Nyaya 

Mandals or “the peoples’ courts” were set 

up and justice dispensed. Gandhi 

marriages were celebrated, to which the 

untouchables were invited.  

 

53. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 

had one of the provisions, which stated the 

introduction of the system of “interest 

representation”, thus giving Indian 

business, along with labour, representation 

in the Central and Provincial legislatures.  

The capitalists/industrialists tried to 

maintain strategic relations with the 

Congress throughout the Independence 

movement. The capitalists tried to keep the 

Congress within the constitutional politics. 

Therefore, in 1936, the Bombay 

Manifesto was signed by 21 Bombay 

businessmen, which openly indicted 

Nehru’s socialist ideals, which were 

deemed prejudicial to private property. 

It included the signatories like 

Purushottamdas Thakurdas and Walchand 

Hirachand. 

The Bombay Plan of 1944 was 

independently produced by the business 

community. Its eight signatories 

represented a wide cross-section of India’s 

business world. A key principle of the 

Bombay Plan was that the economy 

could not grow without government 

intervention and regulation. Under the 

assumption that the fledgling Indian 

industries would not be able to compete in 

a free-market economy, the Plan proposed 

that the future government protect 

indigenous industries against foreign 

competition in the local markets. 

 

54. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The Aravalli Range (also spelled Aravali) 

is a mountain range in northern-western 

India, running approximately 670 km in 

a south-west direction, starting 

near Delhi, passing through 

southern Haryana, Rajasthan and ending 

in Ahmedabad (Gujarat).  

It is divided into two sections: The 

Sambhar-Sirohi ranges, taller and 

including the Guru Shikhar on Mount Abu, 

the highest peak in the Aravalli Range; and 

the Sambhar-Khetri ranges, consisting of 

three ridges that are discontinuous. The 

Aravalli Range is rich in natural resources 

(including minerals) and serves as a check 

to the growth of the western desert. It gives 

rise to several rivers, including the 

Banas, the Luni, the Sakhi and the 

Sabarmati.  

The perennial Chambal River originates at 

Janapav, south of Mhow town, near 

Manpur, Indore, on the south slope of the 

Vindhya Range in Madhya Pradesh. 

 



RAUSIAS PRE PAREEKSHAN–1(SET-A) 19 

55. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

 Port Blair, the capital of the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, is 

situated in the South Andaman. The 

main islands that come under the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands are: The 

North Andaman, the Middle Andaman, 

the South Andaman, the Little 

Andaman, Car Nicobar, the Little 

Nicobar and the Great Nicobar. 

 Duncan Passage is between the 

South Andaman and the Little 

Andaman.  

 Little Andaman in the south is 

separated from the Nicobar Islands by 

the Ten Degree Channel.  

 Eight Degree channel separates 

Minicoy, southernmost island part of 

Lakshadweep Islands from Maldives. 

 

56. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

The Kaimur Hills - The Garhjat Hills - The Mahendragiri Peak - The Nallamala Hills. 
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57. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

Maximum increase in forest cover has been 

witnessed in Andhra Pradesh, followed by 

Telangana and Odisha.  

Area-wise, Madhya Pradesh has the 

largest forest cover in the country, 

followed by Arunachal Pradesh, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra.  

Total mangrove cover in the country is 

4,992 sq. km. An increase of 17 sq. km in 

mangrove cover has been observed, as 

compared to the previous assessment of 

2019. Top three states showing mangrove 

cover increase are Odisha, followed by 

Maharashtra and Karnataka. 

 

58. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

Recently, the Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs, chaired by the Prime 

Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, has 

approved the Fair and Remunerative Price 

(FRP) of sugarcane for sugar season 2022-

23 (October - September) at Rs. 

305/quintal for a basic recovery rate of 

10.25%, providing a premium of Rs. 

3.05/quintal for each 0.1% increase in 

recovery over and above 10.25%, and 

reduction in the FRP by Rs. 3.05/quintal 

for every 0.1% decrease in recovery. 

The A2 + FL cost of production of 

sugarcane (i.e., the actual paid out cost 

plus the imputed value of family labour) 

for the sugar season 2022-23 is Rs. 

162/quintal. 

Salient measures taken by the 

Government for the Sugar Sector in the 

recent years are as under: 

 The FRP of sugarcane is fixed to ensure 

a guaranteed price to the sugarcane 

growers. 

 The Government has increased the FRP 

by more than 34% in the past 8 years. 

 The Government has also introduced 

the concept of Minimum Selling Price 

(MSP) of sugar (not for sugarcane), to 

prevent fall in ex-mill prices of sugar 

and accumulation of cane arrears. 

 Financial assistance of more than ₹ 

18,000 crores extended to the sugar 

mills to facilitate export of sugar, for 

maintaining buffer stocks, to augment 

ethanol production capacity and for 

clearance of the farmers’ dues. 

 Diversion of surplus sugar for the 

production of ethanol led to improved 

financial conditions of the sugar mills. 

As a result, they are able to clear cane 

dues early. 

 Due to exports and diversion of sugar 

to ethanol, the sugar sector has become 

self-sustainable, and budgetary 

support for export and buffer are not 

required to improve the liquidity of the 

mills. 

 

59. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Water on the Earth 

Reservoir  Volume 

(Million 

Cubic km) 

Percentage 

of the total 

Oceans  1,370 97.25 

Ice caps and 

glaciers 

29 2.05 

Groundwater  9.5 0.68 

Lakes 0.125 0.01 

Soil moisture 0.065 0.005 

Atmosphere 0.013 0.001 

Streams and 

rivers  

0.0017 0.0001 

 

60. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

The main tributaries of the Brahmaputra 

River are the Subansiri, the Lohit, the 

Dibang, the Manas, the Sonkosh, the 

Dhansiri, the Kumutiya and the Doyang.  

Note: The Kumutiya River floods every 

year, destroying crops and houses. The 

river has shifted 3 km since 1960, and an 

entire village had to shift with it.  
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61. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The temperature-depth profile for the 

ocean water shows how the temperature 

decreases with the increasing depth. The 

profile shows a boundary region between 

the surface waters of the ocean and the 

deeper layers. The boundary usually begins 

around 100 - 400 metres below the sea 

surface and extends several hundred of 

metres downward. 

This boundary region, from where there is 

a rapid decrease of temperature, is called 

the thermocline. About 90% of the total 

volume of water is found below the 

thermocline in the deep ocean. In this 

zone, the temperatures approach 0°C. 

Factors affecting ocean salinity are 

mentioned below: 

(i) The salinity of water in the surface 

layer of the oceans depends mainly on 

evaporation and precipitation. 

(ii) Surface salinity is greatly influenced in 

the coastal regions by the fresh water 

flow from the rivers, and in the Polar 

Regions, by the processes of freezing 

and thawing of ice. 

(iii) Wind also influences the salinity of an 

area, by transferring water to other 

areas. 

(iv) The ocean currents contribute to the 

salinity variations. Salinity, 

temperature and density of water are 

interrelated. Hence, any change in the 

temperature or density influences the 

salinity of water in an area.  

The trade winds drive away saline waters 

from the western coasts (or the eastern 

margins of the ocean) of the continents and 

pile them up near the eastern coasts (or 

the western margins of the ocean). 

 

62. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Normally, the temperature decreases with 

increase in elevation. It is called the 

‘Normal Lapse Rate’. At times, the 

situation is reversed and the Normal Lapse 

Rate is inverted. It is called the 

‘Inversion of Temperature’. Inversion is 

usually of short duration, but quite 

common, nonetheless. A long winter night, 

with clear skies and still air, is an ideal 

situation for inversion. The heat of the day 

is radiated off during the night and by 

early morning hours; the Earth is cooler 

than the air above. Over the Polar areas, 

temperature inversion is normal 

throughout the year.  

Surface inversion promotes stability in the 

lower layers of the atmosphere. Smoke and 

dust particles get collected beneath the 

inversion layer and spread horizontally to 

fill the lower strata of the atmosphere. 

Dense fogs in the mornings are common 

occurrences, especially during the winter 

season. This inversion commonly lasts for 

a few hours, until the Sun comes up and 

begins to warm the Earth.  

The inversion takes place in the hills 

and the mountains due to air drainage. 

Cold air at the hills and the mountains, 

produced during night, flows under the 

influence of gravity. Being heavy and 

dense, the cold air acts almost like water 

and moves down the slope to pile up deeply 

in the pockets and the valley bottoms with 

warm air above. This is called air drainage. 

It protects the plants from frost damages. 

 

63. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The Milankovitch Oscillations infer 

cycles in the variations in the Earth’s 

orbital characteristics around the Sun, 

the wobbling of the Earth and the 

changes in the Earth’s axial tilt. All these 

alter the amount of insolation received 

from the Sun, which, in turn, might have a 

bearing on the climate. 
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64. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

 

El Niño flattens the thermocline, squeezing the warm bulge of water eastward into a long 

shallow pool.  

 

 

65. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The Warm Temperate Western Margin 

Climate (Mediterranean Climate) is found 

in relatively few areas in the world. They 

are entirely confined to the western portion 

of the continental masses, between 30° and 

45° north and south of the Equator. The 

basic cause of this type of climate is the 

shifting of the wind belts.  

Though the area around the Mediterranean 

Sea has the greatest extent of this type of 

‘winter rain climate', and gives rise to the 

more popular name, the Mediterranean 

Climate, the best developed form of this 

peculiar climatic type is, in fact, found in 

Central Chile. Other Mediterranean 

regions include California (around San 

Francisco), the south-western tip of Africa 

(around Cape Town), southern Australia (in 

southern Victoria and around Adelaide, 

bordering the St. Vincent and Spencer 

Gulfs), and south-west Australia 

(Swanland).  

 

66. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

Croatia is a country located in the north-

western part of the Balkan Peninsula. It is 

a small, yet highly geographically diverse 

crescent-shaped country. Its capital is 

Zagreb, located in the north. 

It has officially adopted the euro as its 

currency and entered the borderless 

Schengen zone.  
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67. Answer: (b)  

Explanation: 

An advisory opinion is legal advice provided 

to the United Nations or a specialized 

agency by the International Court of 

Justice, in accordance with Article 96 of 

the UN Charter.  

 The General Assembly and the Security 

Council may request advisory opinions 

on "any legal matter".  

 Other organs and the specialized 

agencies may request advisory opinions 

on "legal questions arising within the 

scope of their activities". 

 In general, advisory opinions are not 

binding, but may inform the 

development of international law.  

 

68. Answer: (d)  

Explanation: 

 

69. Answer: (c)  

 Explanation: 

The Digital Twin fuses the ideas, including 

artificial intelligence (AI), the internet of 

things (IoT), metaverse, and virtual reality 

and augmented reality (VR/AR) to create 

digital models of real-world objects, 

systems or processes. These models can 

then be used to tweak and adjust variables 

to study the effect on whatever is being 

twinned – at a fraction of the cost of 

carrying out experiments in the real world. 

Businesses around the globe are looking to 

deploy the Digital Twin across a broad 

range of applications, ranging from 

engineering design of complex equipment 

and 3D immersive environments to 

precision medicine and digital agriculture. 

However, to date, the applications have 

been highly customized and only accessible 

for high value use-cases, such as the 

operations of the jet engines, industrial 

facilities and power plants.  

 

70. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Bioorthogonal chemistry represents a class 

of high-yielding chemical reactions that 

proceed rapidly and selectively in biological 

environments, without side reactions 

towards endogenous functional groups. 

Rooted in the principles of physical organic 

chemistry, the Bioorthogonal reactions are 

intrinsically selective transformations, not 

commonly found in biology. 

Bioorthogonal chemistry has significant 

overlap with the broader field of ‘click 

chemistry’ — high-yielding reactions, that 

are wide in scope and simple to perform, as 

recently exemplified by the sulfuryl fluoride 

exchange chemistry.  

The applications of Bioorthogonal 

chemistry are diverse and include genetic 

code expansion and metabolic engineering, 

drug target identification, antibody–drug 

conjugation and drug delivery. 
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Note: The scientists, Carolyn Bertozzi, 

Morten Meldal and Barry Sharpless, won 

the 2022 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, for 

discovering reactions that let the molecular 

building blocks snap together to efficiently 

create new desired compounds. 

The technologies,  known as click 

chemistry and Bioorthogonal chemistry, 

are now used globally to explore cells and 

track biological processes. 

 

71. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

‘Protected System’ under the 

Information Technology Act, 2000: The 

appropriate governments (both the Central 

and the State Governments) are 

empowered to declare any computer 

resource, which directly or indirectly 

affects the facility of the Critical 

Information Infrastructure, to be a 

protected system, by notification in the 

official gazette. 

Critical Information Infrastructure means 

the computer resource, the incapacitation 

or destruction of which shall have 

debilitating impact on the national 

security, economy, public health or safety. 

Any person, who secures access or 

attempts to secure access to a protected 

system, in contravention of the provisions 

of this section, shall be punished with 

imprisonment for a term, which may 

extend to 10 years and a fine. 

The Information Technology Act, 2000, 

empowers the Central Government to 

designate any organization of the 

Government as the national nodal agency 

in respect of Critical Information 

Infrastructure Protection. The national 

nodal agency shall be responsible for all 

measures, including R&D relating to the 

Critical Information Infrastructure.  

For enabling this, the Information 

Technology (National Critical 

Information Infrastructure Protection 

Centre and Manner of Performing 

Functions and Duties) Rules, 2013, by 

the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology. This paves way 

for the National Critical Information 

Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC) 

shall be the national nodal agency in 

respect of the Critical Information 

Infrastructure Protection. The NCIIPC shall 

be a part of and under the administrative 

control of the National Technical Research 

Organisation (NTRO). The NCIIPC shall 

function on a 24-hour basis on all days, 

including government holidays.  

Functions of the NCIIPC: 

1. National nodal agency to protect 

nation's critical information 

infrastructure. 

2. Protect and deliver advice that aims to 

reduce vulnerabilities of critical 

information infrastructure, against 

cyber terrorism, cyber warfare and 

other threats. 

3. Identification of all critical information 

infrastructure elements for the approval 

and notification of the appropriate 

government. 

4. Provide strategic leadership and 

coherence across the government to 

respond to cyber security threats 

against identified critical information 

infrastructure. 

 

72. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

The tigers in Rajasthan's Ranthambore 

Tiger Reserve show continued inheritance 

of harmful genetic variants. This indicates 

inbreeding depression or reduced 

survivability of the members of the 

population. 

Small, isolated populations tend to have 

increased inbreeding, compared to large, 

connected populations. 

Increased inbreeding may lower a 

population’s ability to survive and 

reproduce. This is called inbreeding 

depression. 
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Inbred individuals may have mutations, 

which limit their ability to survive. So, the 

damaging mutations are removed from the 

population through natural selection. This 

is called purging. 

Despite purging, it has been observed that 

the frequency of damaging mutations is 

still high. A potential solution is to 

introduce genetically distinct individuals to 

the population. This is called genetic 

rescue. 

Note: Inbreeding depression is the reduced 

survival and fertility of offspring of the 

related individuals. Large effects are 

documented in wild animal and plant 

populations, as well as in the humans. 

Intercrossing inbred strains improve yield 

(heterosis). 

Inbreeding depression implies that genetic 

variation exists in the species for alleles 

that affect fitness. It is important for the 

evolutionary maintenance of outcrossing 

mating systems. 

 

73. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

PR-23 (Perennial Variety) of Rice: The 

researchers in China have developed the 

PR-23 variety of rice. This variety has been 

developed by crossing the Asian variety of 

rice (Oryza sativa) and the perennial variety 

of rice from Nigeria (Oryza longistaminata). 

From a single planting, irrigated perennial 

rice produced grain for eight consecutive 

harvests over four years, averaging 6,800 

tons per hectare per harvest versus 6,700 

tons per hectare per harvest from the 

replanted annual rice. 

However, after the fourth cycle, the yields 

from the perennial variety started to 

decline. Thus, there is a need to replant 

the PR-23 variety after every fourth year. 

Benefits: 

 Saving in the cost of labour from 

annual replanting. 

 Saving in the cost of seeds for planting. 

 Planting the perennial variety of rice led 

to soils accumulating soil organic 

carbon. 

 Nitrogen content in the soil increased in 

the fields, where the perennial rice in 

planted. 

 Increase in soil pH. 

 Plant available water capacity 

increased. 

 

74. Answer: (c) 

Explanation: 

Small modular reactors (SMRs) are 

advanced nuclear reactors that have a 

power capacity of up to 300 MW(e) per 

unit, which is about one-third of the 

generating capacity of traditional nuclear 

power reactors. SMRs, which can produce 

a large amount of low-carbon electricity, 

are: 

Small – physically a fraction of the size of a 

conventional nuclear power reactor. 

Modular – making it possible for systems 

and components to be factory-assembled 

and transported as a unit to a location for 

installation. 

Reactors – harnessing nuclear fission to 

generate heat to produce energy.  

SMRs and nuclear power plants offer 

unique attributes in terms of efficiency, 

economics and flexibility. While nuclear 

reactors provide dispatchable sources of 

energy – they can adjust output 

accordingly to electricity demand – some 

renewables, such as wind and solar, are 

variable energy sources that depend on the 

weather and time of day.  

SMRs could be paired with and increase 

the efficiency of renewable sources in a 

hybrid energy system. These 

characteristics position SMRs to play a key 

role in the clean energy transition, while 

also helping countries address the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

One of the challenges to accelerating 

access to energy is infrastructure – limited 

grid coverage in rural areas – and the costs 
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of grid connection for rural electrification. 

A single power plant should represent no 

more than 10 per cent of the total installed 

grid capacity.  

In areas lacking sufficient lines of 

transmission and grid capacity, SMRs can 

be installed into an existing grid or 

remotely off-grid, as a function of its 

smaller electrical output, providing low-

carbon power for industry and the 

population. 

 

75. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

The International Counter Ransomware 

Initiative: It is an international 

mechanism, which has been pioneered by 

the US to rally partner countries to counter 

the shared threat of ransomware.  

Working Groups: 

1. The Resilience Working Group: 

India’s National Security Council 

Secretariat (NSCS) is leading the 

resilience working group, under this 

International Counter Ransomware 

Initiative. 

2. The Countering Illicit Use of 

Cryptocurrency Working Group: 

Headed by the United Kingdom. 

3. The Disrupting Ransomware 

Infrastructure and Actors Working 

Group: Australia 

4. The Diplomacy Working Group: 

Germany  

 

76. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Vikram-S: It is India’s first privately 

built rocket, developed by Hyderabad-

based start-up Skyroot Aerospace. 

Vikram-S is powered by the India’s first 

carbon-fibre-built solid fuel engine. 

It has the ability to generate a peak 

vacuum thrust of seven tonnes and peak 

combustion pressure of 90 Bar. It has the 

capability to travel at hypersonic peak 

velocity over Mach 5 and can carry 83 kg 

payload to an altitude of 100 km. 

 

77. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

The products of metabolic processes, 

particularly photosynthesis, are moved 

from the leaves, where they are formed, to 

other parts of the plant. This transport of 

soluble products of photosynthesis is 

called translocation and it occurs in the 

part of the vascular tissue, known as 

phloem.  

Besides the products of photosynthesis, 

the phloem transports amino acids and 

other substances. These substances are 

especially delivered to the storage organs of 

the roots, fruits and seeds, and to the 

growing organs.  

Unlike transport in xylem, which can be 

largely explained by simple physical forces, 

the translocation in phloem is achieved 

by utilizing energy. Material, like sucrose, 

is transferred into the phloem tissue, using 

energy from ATP (Adenosine Triphosphate). 

This increases the osmotic pressure of the 

tissue, causing water to move into it. This 

pressure moves the material in the phloem 

to the tissues, which have less pressure. 

This allows the phloem to move the 

material, according to the plant’s needs. 

 

78. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

When the growing plants detect light, a 

hormone, called auxin, synthesized at the 

shoot tip and helps the cells to grow 

longer. When light is coming from one side 

of the plant, auxin diffuses towards the 

shady side of the shoot. This concentration 

of auxin stimulates the cells to grow longer 

on the side of the shoot which is away from 

light. Thus, the plant appears to bend 

towards light.  

Another example of plant hormones are 

gibberellins, which, like auxins, help in the 

growth of the stem. 
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Cytokinins promote cell division and it 

is natural then that they are present in 

greater concentration in the areas of rapid 

cell division, such as in fruits and seeds. 

These are the examples of plant hormones 

that help in promoting growth. But, the 

plants also need signals to stop growing. 

Abscisic acid is one example of a 

hormone which inhibits growth. Its 

effects include the wilting of the leaves. 

 

79. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

The Greater Adjutant Stork (Leptoptilos 

dubius), once commonly found in northern 

and north-eastern India, is now confined to 

certain pockets of Assam and Bihar. There 

is a small breeding population in 

Cambodia. According to the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 

the global population of these birds is 

estimated to be only about 1,200. 

The Greater Adjutant Stork is also a 

scavenger. Often, the garbage and animal 

carcasses, it carries to its nest, drop to the 

ground below and on the rooftops and 

wells, provoking the villagers to chase it 

away by pelting stones and sticks, and 

felling the trees in which it nests. 

The long naked ruddy pouch pendant from 

the chest is diagnostic. It has a close 

relation with the African bird Marabou. The 

Adjutant Stork is so called from the 

measured martial gait, as it paces up and 

down. (Adjutant is a military officer.) It is 

an efficient scavenger, often consorting 

with kites and vultures to feed on carcass 

and garbage. It also eats fish, reptiles, etc. 

Salim Ali (the Birdman of India) also refers 

to a popular belief recorded by the Mughal 

emperor Babur in his memoirs, that if you 

split the head of an Adjutant Stork, you 

will find the fabulous Zahar-Mohra (snake 

stone), which is believed to be a potent 

antidote against snake venom and all other 

kinds of poison. 

The Greater Adjutant Storks are currently 

distributed in the Brahmaputra Plains 

(Assam) with two-thirds of the global 

population, the Gangetic Plains (Bihar) and 

Cambodia. The Brahmaputra Valley 

provides immense natural habitats in the 

form of wetlands and swamps. The birds 

use kadamba, blackboard trees and silk 

cotton trees for nesting.  

The Greater Adjutant Stork is called 

Hargila (literally, “bone swallower”) in 

Assam, and Garuda in Bihar.  

It is an endangered species. 

 

80. Answer: (a)  

 Explanation: 

Glyphosate: Glyphosate is a broad-

spectrum herbicide (weedicide) that can 

control a wide range of weeds, whether 

broadleaf or grassy. It is non-selective, 

killing most plants. When applied to their 

leaves, it inhibits the production of a 

protein EPSPS. This enzyme is produced 

only by the plants and micro-organisms, 

and synthesises aromatic amino acids that 

are necessary for their growth.  

Currently, the chemical and its derivatives 

are registered for use under the 

Insecticides Act, 1968, and has been 

approved only for tea crop or plantation 

crops, like rubber crops and the non-crop 

areas for control of weeds. (Examples of the 

non-crop areas, such as railway tracks or 

playgrounds, bunds or irrigation channels).  

The Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare recently issued a 

notification that, owing to health 

hazards and risks to the human beings 

and the animals, the use of Glyphosate 

has been restricted and not banned. The 

spraying of Glyphosate and its 

derivatives shall, henceforth, only be 

permitted through the pest control 

operators. 
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81. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

 

  

82. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Deposit feeders: They are the animals 

that feed on the organic matter that settles 

on the bottom. They eat detritus settling on 

the bottom. Example: snails.  

Suspension feeders: They are the animals 

that feed on the particles suspended in the 

water. Example: sponges. 

Filter feeders: They are the animals that 

actively filter food particles from the water. 

They are a common type of suspension 

feeders.  

Dugongs; Manatees; and Sea turtles are 

herbivores. They feed on sea grasses on 

the bottom of the sea. 

 

 

 

83. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

Framework for Sovereign Green Bonds: 

 This Green Bond Framework sets forth 

obligations of the Government of India 

as a Green Bond issuer. 

 The Framework applies to all Sovereign 

Green Bonds issued by the Government 

of India and will be deposited in the 

Consolidated Fund of India. 

 The payments of principal and interest 

on the issuances under this Framework 

are not be conditional on the 

performance of the eligible projects. 

 The investors in the Bonds issued 

under this Framework do not bear any 

project related risks. 

 The framework is designed to comply 

with the ICMA (The International 
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Capital Market Association) Green 

Bond Principles. 

Excluded Projects: 

 Projects involving new or existing 

extraction, production and distribution 

of fossil fuels. 

 Nuclear power generation. 

 Direct waste incineration. 

 Alcohols, weapons, tobacco, gaming or 

palm oil industries. 

 Renewable energy projects using 

biomass as feedstock, originating from 

the Protected Areas. 

 Landfill projects. 

 Large hydropower projects (> 25 

MW). 

The Green Finance Working Committee 

(GFWC): 

 The Ministry of Finance has 

constituted the GFWC, which will be 

chaired by the Chief Economic 

Advisor, the Government of India. It 

will also have representation from 

the relevant line ministries. 

 The GFWC will meet at least twice a 

year to support the Ministry of Finance 

with selection and evaluation of the 

projects and other relevant work related 

to the Framework. 

 

84. Answer: (d) 

 Explanation: 

Carbon utilization technologies can provide 

a wide variety of opportunities to convert 

the captured CO2 to the value-added 

products with a ready market in India, 

thus contributing to the circular economy. 

The most promising utilization 

pathways are:  

(a) Green urea: Green urea can be 

produced from the captured CO2 and 

cost-competitive green hydrogen, from 

renewable energy based electrolysis of 

water. Green urea can 

replace/complement the traditional 

LNG/NG based production and import 

of ammonia and urea. The total urea 

consumption in India is over 30 mtpa, 

and thus, green urea provides a 

significant opportunity for CO2 

utilization at scale.  

(b) F&B (Food and Beverage) 

applications: CO2 is utilized in F&B 

applications, such as carbonated 

drinks, dry ice and modified 

atmosphere packing. However, the 

scales are much lower, as compared to 

green urea.  

(c) Building materials (concrete and 

aggregates): There is a large market for 

the aggregates and concrete in a 

developing country like India, providing 

a pathway for utilizing CO2 for 

producing building materials through 

concrete curing and aggregate 

formation. In these applications, CO2 is 

injected in a liquid state without any 

conversion, thus reducing the energy 

requirements. Additionally, large 

quantities of wastes, such as steel-

making slag, are available as sources of 

CaO/MgO, which can be utilized to 

produce synthetic aggregates.  

(d) Chemicals (methanol and ethanol): 

Conversion of CO2 to methanol and 

ethanol is proven at a commercial scale 

in different parts of the world. Methanol 

and ethanol, both have important fuel 

substitution applications. Additionally, 

methanol is an intermediate for the 

production of value-added chemicals, 

like acetic acid, Methyl tert-butyl ether 

(MTBE), Dimethyl ether (DME) and 

formaldehyde, all of which have 

multiple downstream applications and 

offer significant import substitution 

opportunities. The conversion of CO2 to 

chemicals, thus, provides a large-scale 

CO2 utilization and disposition 

pathway, given the scale and potential 

of the downstream chemicals and can 

also help in reducing India’s import bill, 

thus laying the foundation for an 

economy.  
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(e) Polymers (including bioplastics): 

Conversion of CO2 to various polymers 

has been attempted globally at different 

scales and presents another possible 

CO2 utilization route. These polymers 

have multiple applications, such as 

laptop packaging, cell phone casings, 

furniture etc., and provide an 

interesting futuristic optionality for CO2 

utilization and conversion.  

(f) Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR): CO2 

based EOR has been successfully 

operating for decades for producing 

low-carbon oil from the maturing oil 

fields in North America and other 

geographies. For carbon capture 

projects in India, with proximity to the 

oil fields, CO2 EOR can play a role in 

residual oil extraction that is 

environmentally sustainable and 

economically feasible. 

 

85. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The National Green Hydrogen Mission 

aims to abate nearly 50 mmt of annual 

greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, by 

facilitating demand creation, production 

and utilization of green hydrogen in 

various sectors. 

Green hydrogen can potentially reduce 3.6 

gigatonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions by 2050, according to a NITI 

Aayog report. 

The Mission also plans to create a co-

ordinated skill development programme. 

Most importantly, the Mission aims to 

increase the export of green hydrogen and 

simultaneously reduce fossil fuel imports 

of over Rs. 1 lakh crore.  

The first disbursement for the Mission will 

be under the Strategic Interventions for 

Green Hydrogen Transition (SIGHT) 

programme. 

The programme’s incentive is to target the 

domestic manufacturing of electrolysers, 

along with the production of green 

hydrogen. Electrolysis powered by 

renewable electricity is used to produce 

green hydrogen.  

Under the Strategic Interventions for Green 

Hydrogen Transition (SIGHT) programme, 

two distinct financial incentive 

mechanisms — targeting domestic 

manufacturing of electrolysers and 

production of green hydrogen — will be 

provided under the Mission.  

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

will be responsible for the overall co-

ordination and implementation of the 

Mission. 

 

86. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

A heat dome occurs when a persistent 

region of high-pressure traps heat over an 

area. The heat dome can stretch over 

several states and linger for days to weeks, 

leaving the people, crops and animals 

below to suffer through stagnant, hot air 

that can feel like an oven. 

Typically, heat domes are tied to the 

behaviour of the jet stream, a band of fast 

winds high in the atmosphere that 

generally runs west to east.  

Also, this happens when strong, high-

pressure atmospheric conditions combine 

with influences from La Nina, creating vast 

areas of sweltering heat that gets trapped 

under the high-pressure "dome." 

 

87. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The Cold Desert Cultural Landscape of 

India is situated in the Himalayas and 

stretches from Ladakh in the north to 

Kinnaur in the south.  

The Cold Desert has been declared as the 

16th Biosphere Reserve of India in 2009, 

that includes the Pin Valley National 

Park and surroundings, Chandratal and 

Sarchu, and the Kibber Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Himachal Pradesh. The 

Changtang Cold Desert Wildlife 
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Sanctuary in district Leh is another 

protected habitat for flora and fauna in the 

region.  

The Benog Wildlife Sanctuary is located 

in Uttarakhand. 

 

88. Answer: (d)  

 Explanation: 

The Bureau of Water Use Efficiency 

(BWUE): The Bureau of Water Use 

Efficiency (BWUE) is to be established 

under the National Water Mission for the 

promotion, regulation and control of 

efficient use of water in irrigation, 

industrial and domestic sectors.  

It will function as a division under the 

overall supervision of the Mission Director, 

the National Water Mission.  

It will function under the administrative 

control of the Department of Water 

Resources, River Development and Ganga 

Rejuvenation.  

Functions: Facilitator for the promotion of 

improving water use efficiency across 

various sectors, viz., irrigation, drinking 

water supply, power generation, industries 

etc. 

The BWUE may engage with various 

stakeholders in:  

 developing standards;  

 making them to be implemented; 

 preparing case studies; 

 making necessary regulatory directions 

to promote water use efficiency; 

 assessment of water footprint and 

water auditing in the agriculture sector; 

 showcasing national/international best 

practices;  

 evolving innovative mechanism to 

secure community participation; and 

 spearhead the campaign for promoting 

water use efficiency at the national level 

with a national perspective.  

 

89. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

The National Mission on Natural 

Farming: The Ministry of Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare has launched the 

National Mission on Natural Farming. The 

Government has earlier started promoting 

natural farming through the Bharatiya 

Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP), a sub-

scheme of the Paramparagat Krishi Vikas 

Yojana (PKVY). Under the BPKP, more than 

4 lakh hectare areas were sanctioned in 8 

states to be brought under natural 

farming. However, in line with the vision to 

promote natural farming as a mass 

movement, the BPKP is being up-scaled as 

the ‘National Mission on Natural Farming’ 

(NMNF) for implementation across the 

country. 

Implementation of the NMNF: 

 The NMNF will be a demand driven 

programme, where the states are to 

prepare a long-term perspective plan 

with year-wise targets and goals.  

 Focus Areas: 

o Area falling under 5 km corridor on 

either side of the Ganga river will be 

accorded highest priority. 

o (ii) Rainfed areas and the areas 

where there was traditionally low or 

no fertilizer users or default natural 

farming areas. Such areas are 

confined to hilly, tribal, high forest 

land districts and remotely located 

districts, due to other compulsions 

are low agro-chemical usage areas. 

Once technology and practices are 

established and validated, the mission 

areas will spread to other areas and states. 

 Implementing Agency: The states can 

identify and designate any agency 

(State Government/NGOs etc.) at their 

discretion for implementation. However, 

the Centre has suggested the ATMA 

network as the ideal implementing 

agency. 

 Identification and capacity building of 

the Master Trainers. 

 Identification of Gram Panchayats 

(GPs)/Villages: The states shall 

prepare a comprehensive database of 
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natural farming practitioners in the 

Panchayats and the villages. Only 

GPs/villages having minimum of one 

such practising natural farmers will be 

selected for roll out of the natural 

farming cluster. 

 Identification of the Champion 

Farmer: The states, in consultation 

with the Gram Panchayats, shall 

identify natural farming practitioners, 

which are full-time successful natural 

farmers, with their entire land holding 

under natural farming for last 2-3 

years. 

 Farmer Field School: One Farmer 

Field School shall be organised in each 

village for awareness creation about 

natural farming. The states need to try 

to adopt saturation strategy and aim to 

create at least 50 farmer clusters in 

each of the GP. 

 Formation of Cluster: 50 farmers or 

more, covering 50 ha area, shall form a 

natural farming cluster. In cases where 

the farmers are offering area, less than 

1 ha, then more number of farmers can 

be included. Only the willing farmers, 

those commit to adopt natural farming 

on a long-term basis, be considered for 

registration as the cluster members. 

 Certification of Natural Farming 

through the Natural Farming 

Recognition System (NFRS): All 

clusters shall be subjected to 

certification under the Natural Farming 

Recognition System. The certification 

shall start from the 2nd year onwards, 

once the clusters are constituted and 

the members have committed to adopt 

natural farming on continuity through 

signing of pledge. The Government will 

provide a sum of Rs. 1,000 per hectare 

per year per cluster for physical 

verification, certification endorsement 

and certificate issuance. 

 Financial Incentives: Financial 

assistance of Rs. 5,000 per hectare per 

year will be provided for three years to 

the farmers as DBT (Direct Benefit 

Transfer), as assistance for the creation 

of on-farm input production 

infrastructure. A sum of Rs. 2,000 per 

hectare will be provided to the states 

for taking up publicity, market 

development, soil health tracking and 

local support. 

 

90. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

Indian Government’s think-tank NITI 

Aayog, in collaboration with the World 

Resources Institute (WRI), India 

launched the Forum for Decarbonizing 

Transport in the country. It aims to 

create a platform to initiate dialogues for 

the development of uniform policies and 

help achieve specific results in reducing 

carbon emissions from the transport sector 

by promoting electric vehicles. 

They launched the ‘Forum for 

Decarbonizing Transport’ in India as a part 

of the NDC-Transport Initiative for Asia 

(NDC-TIA) project. The NDC Transport 

Initiative for Asia (TIA 2020-2023) is a joint 

programme of seven organizations that will 

engage China, India and Vietnam in 

promoting a comprehensive approach to 

decarbonizing transport in their respective 

countries. The project is a part of the 

International Climate Initiative (IKI). 

 

91. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Biomonitoring: It involves measuring 

environmental chemicals, or their 

breakdown products (metabolites), in 

human tissues and fluids, such as blood 

and urine. The chemical exposures occur 

through air, water, food, soil, dust, and use 

of consumer products. It can measure 

many chemicals in a very small amount 

— often less than a teaspoon — of blood 

or urine. 

Applied Uses: 

1. Chemical or Radiological/Nuclear 

Threats: It can provide an accurate 
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assessment of the people exposed in 

the event of a chemical or 

radiological/nuclear emergency.  

2. Toxins: It is used to develop methods 

that help diagnose, treat and prevent 

the diseases caused by toxins, which 

are chemicals produced by animals or 

plants.  

3. Developing new test methods: 

Increasing testing capacity during 

toxin-specific emergencies. 

4. Tobacco Smoke: It can be used to 

assess the people’s exposure to tobacco 

smoke, either by smoking or by 

inhaling smoke in the air. 

 

92. Answer: (a) 

 Explanation: 

The Gaia Hypothesis: The Gaia 

Hypothesis, also known as the Gaia Theory 

or the Gaia Principle, proposes that all 

organisms and their inorganic 

surroundings on the Earth are closely 

integrated to form a single and self-

regulating complex system, maintaining 

the conditions for life on the planet.  

The scientific investigation of the Gaia 

Hypothesis focuses on observing how the 

biosphere and the evolution of life forms 

contribute to the stability of global 

temperature, ocean salinity, oxygen in the 

atmosphere and other factors of 

habitability in a preferred homeostasis. The 

Gaia Hypothesis was formulated by the 

chemist James Lovelock and co-developed 

by the microbiologist Lynn Margulis in the 

1970s. Initially received with hostility by 

the scientific community, it is now studied 

in the disciplines of geo-physiology and the 

Earth system science, and some of its 

principles have been adopted in the fields, 

like biogeochemistry and systems ecology. 

This ecological hypothesis has also 

inspired analogies and various 

interpretations in social sciences, politics, 

and religion, under a vague philosophy and 

movement. 

 

93. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:  

 

The Nitrogen Cycle: Although nitrogen is 

very abundant in the atmosphere as 

dinitrogen gas (N2), it is largely inaccessible 

in this form to most organisms, making 

nitrogen a scarce resource and often 

limiting primary productivity in many 

ecosystems. Only when nitrogen is 

converted from dinitrogen gas into 

ammonia (NH3), does it become available to 

the primary producers, such as the plants. 

 

94. Answer: (a) 

Explanation:  

Millions of species of fungi and bacteria 

swap nutrients between soil and the roots 

of the trees, forming a vast, inter-

connected web of organisms throughout 

the woods. This network has been called as 

the 'Wood Wide Web'. 

Examples:  

1. Oak and pine tree roots are surrounded 

by ectomycorrhizal fungi (EM) that can 

build vast underground networks in 

their search for nutrients.  

2. Maple and cedar trees prefer 

arbuscular mycorrhizae (AM), which 

burrow directly into the trees root cells, 

but form smaller soil webs.  

3. The trees of the legume family associate 

with the bacteria that turn nitrogen 

from the atmosphere into usable plant 

food, a process known as nitrogen 

fixation. 

Mycorrhizal Fungi Networks: 

 Mycorrhizal fungi are those that form a 

symbiotic relationship with the plants. 
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There are two main groups of 

mycorrhizal fungi: arbuscular fungi 

(AM) that penetrate the host's roots; 

and ectomycorrhizal fungi (EM), which 

surround the tree's roots without 

penetrating them. 

 In the cool temperate and boreal 

forests, where wood and organic matter 

decay slowly, network building EM 

fungi dominate. About four in five trees 

in these regions associate with these 

fungi. Thus, the webs found here 

permeate the soils of North America, 

Europe and Asia. EM fungi help lock up 

more carbon from the atmosphere. 

They are more vulnerable to climate 

change.  

 In the warmer tropics, where wood and 

organic matter decay quickly, AM fungi 

dominate. These fungi form smaller 

webs and do less inter-tree swapping, 

meaning that the tropical Wood Wide 

Web is more localised. AM fungi 

promotes fast carbon cycling.  

 60% of the trees are connected to 

EM fungi, but as the temperatures 

rise, these fungi and their associated 

tree species, will decline and will be 

replaced by AM fungi. Thus, EM 

fungi, that support huge carbon 

stores in the soil, are being lost and 

are being replaced by the AM fungi 

that spew out carbon in the 

atmosphere. This could potentially 

accelerate climate change.  

 

95. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

The National Policy on Biofuels, 2018: 

Under the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) 

Programme, an indicative target of 10% 

ethanol blending with petrol by 2022 and 

20% blending by 2030 was laid out. This 

Policy was later amended to prepone the 

20% ethanol blending target from 2030 

to 2025. 

Nodal Department: The Department of 

Food and Public Distribution (DFPD), 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution is the nodal 

department for the production of fuel grade 

ethanol in the distilleries in the country.  

Eligible raw materials: Sugarcane-based 

raw materials - Molasses, sugarcane juice 

/ sugar / sugar syrup, surplus rice with 

the Food Corporation of India (FCI) and 

maize.  

 

96. Answer: (b)  

 Explanation: 

The Battery Waste Management Rules, 

2022: The Rules place the producer and 

the importer of the batteries at the centre 

of the battery recycling rules, with 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).  

The producers can meet their EPR 

obligation through the Extended Producer 

Responsibility Certificates, made available 

by the recycler or the refurbisher, after 

they recycle or refurbish the desired 

quantities of waste batteries.  

The certificates will be generated on a 

centralised portal, managed by the Central 

Pollution Control Board (CPCB). The 

parameters for the certificates will include 

the weight of the battery processed, 

percentage fulfilment of the material 

recovery targets for the specified year and 

the geographical source of the battery.  

The current version of the Battery Waste 

Rules covers electric vehicle batteries, as 

well as portable, automotive and industrial 

batteries. 

It builds upon and replaces the Battery 

(Management and Handling) Rules, 2001, 

to comprehensively address the changing 

landscape of electric vehicles and 

advancements in battery technologies. 

It lists out limits and labelling 

requirements for the batteries. The labels 

have to indicate the limits on the use of 

heavy metals — cadmium, mercury and 

lead — and also have a picture of a 

crossed-out bin to indicate that the 

batteries cannot be binned and have to be 
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handed out to a registered battery 

collector.  

With the traditional batteries that were 

based on lead-acid and nickel cadmium 

chemistries, this can be a useful practice 

and will inform the recycling community 

about the need to plan for their 

management. It will also ensure that the 

producer maintains limits on the quantum 

of heavy metals used.  

But the labelling requirements do not 

address the issues with the lithium-ion 

batteries. The information about the 

lithium chemistries, used in the battery on 

the label, could enable more efficient and 

easier recycling processes. Different battery 

materials require different kinds of 

treatment at the recycling stage.  

Lack of information about the chemistries 

would require the recycler to deploy 

additional resources to investigate the 

materials present in the spent battery 

feedstock, before they can be processed.  

The new Rules also miss out on using 

the labels as an opportunity to reflect 

the battery’s carbon footprint. This 

would make their environmental impact 

more transparent, especially if it covers the 

entire life of the battery, as well as the 

percentage of recycled battery materials, 

such as cobalt, lithium and nickel. 

The deployment of such a practice could 

have multi-pronged benefits.  

Using carbon footprint as a parameter for 

producer responsibility could trigger 

research and development activities 

upstream with lower footprint materials, 

possibly sourced from within the country.  

The lithium-ion batteries have a very high 

carbon footprint, as they have materials 

sourced from various parts of the world 

(South America and Australia for lithium, 

Congo for cobalt and Indonesia for nickel).  

The Battery Waste Management Rules 

are intended to subsidise a part of that 

materials feed by building a stream of 

recycled battery materials for the new 

production cycle. Batteries need to be 

designed to enable more improved 

recycling. The design objective should not 

be just guided by the extraction of 

resources, but also lead to efficient and 

effective recycling process.  

Under the new Rules, the producer and the 

battery importer will be responsible for 

collecting and recycling or refurbishing the 

batteries they have introduced into the 

market. 

The best part about the new Battery Waste 

Rules is that these are outcome-based and 

can be measurable. It defines mandatory 

targets for collection and recycling within a 

compliance timeframe. 

 

97. Answer: (c)  

 Explanation: 

The Biodiversity Management Committee 

(BMC) is required to prepare the People’s 

Biodiversity Register and has the powers to 

impose charges and fines for the extraction 

of the resources found in their village. 

The People’s Biodiversity Registers, the key 

to recording information, so that the 

benefits can be secured, have been created 

as per the directions of the National Green 

Tribunal. 

In the famous case of the Kani tribals and 

their knowledge of Arogyapacha, a 

medicinal plant, this was the fatal flaw. 

When their knowledge was used to develop 

a pharmaceutical product, it was agreed 

that the sales revenue would be shared 

with the tribals. But, then the question 

was how the plant could be collected—it 

was found in the wild and on the lands 

under the Forest Department. The Kani 

tribals were denied permission to collect or 

even grow the plant, saying it was 

endangered. Cases were filed against the 

tribals for collection and cultivation. So, 

the entire work to use the traditional 

knowledge to benefit the communities and, 

through this, build a conservation 

movement was futile. Today, restrictions 

on the tribals to go into the forests have 

increased. This means that their younger 
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generations can no longer identify the 

plant. The uncoded knowledge is being 

lost. In this way, biodiversity will be lost.  

 

98. Answer: (c)  

 Explanation: 

The Mangrove Alliance for Climate 

(MAC): It is spearheaded by the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE), in partnership with 

Indonesia. The MAC was launched at the 

ongoing COP27 Summit in Egypt to scale-

up the conservation and restoration of the 

mangrove forests.  

This initiative aims to scale-up and 

accelerate conservation, restoration and 

growing plantation efforts of the mangrove 

ecosystems for the benefit of the 

communities globally and recognise the 

importance of these ecosystems for climate 

change mitigation and adaptation. 

Essentially, the initiative aims to promote 

mangroves as a nature-based solution to 

climate change.  

Specifically, the member countries commit 

to plant, rehabilitate and restore 

mangroves within their country, as well as 

supporting others to do the same.  

The members of the MAC will work to 

strengthen cross-boundary co-operation to 

promote nature-based solution and 

knowledge exchange importance of the 

mangroves restoration, facilitate learning 

and leveraging across nature-based 

solution efforts and address cross-cutting 

efforts.  

Members: The Alliance will be led by the 

UAE and Indonesia, along with 5 other 

member countries, viz., India, Sri Lanka, 

Australia, Japan and Spain.  

The Objectives of the Mangrove Alliance 

for Climate (MAC):  

• To demonstrate collective commitment 

to nature-based climate solutions 

through mangrove protection and 

plantations. 

• To amplify ecosystem services from the 

mangroves to mitigate and combat 

climate change through innovation and 

research.  

• To enhance the protection of the 

mangrove ecosystems at a global level 

through scientific, social and economic 

studies. 

• To encourage social and private sector 

philanthropy approach to support the 

efforts of blue carbon solutions and 

plantation efforts of the mangroves. 

• To amplify global efforts to achieve 

international climate agenda.  

Importance of the Mangroves in 

addressing Climate Change – 

The mangroves are among the most 

carbon-rich forests in the tropics.  

Carbon Sequestration: They account for 

3% of the carbon sequestered by the 

world's tropical forests. The studies have 

shown that the mangrove forests can 

absorb four to five times more carbon 

emissions than the landed tropical forests. 

The mangrove forests cover about 0.1% 

of the Earth's surface, but have the 

ability to store up to 10x more carbon 

per hectare than the terrestrial forests.  

The mangroves can act as a buffer for 

ocean acidification and act as a sink for 

micro-plastics.  

 

99. Answer: (b) 

 Explanation: 

Recently, in line with its commitment to 

preserve the natural heritage of the nation, 

the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 

(DRI) has recovered 14.63 MT of Red 

Sanders from a consignment, which was to 

be exported to Sharjah (UAE). 

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence 

is the apex anti-smuggling agency of 

India, working under the Central Board 

of Indirect Taxes and Customs, Ministry 

of Finance, Government of India.  

It is tasked with detecting and curbing 

smuggling of contraband, including drug 

trafficking and illicit international trade in 

wildlife and environmentally sensitive 
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items, as well as combating commercial 

frauds related to international trade and 

evasion of customs duty. 

Red Sanders is a flora-species that is 

endemic to a distinct tract of forests in the 

Eastern Ghats region of Andhra Pradesh 

and fall under the ‘Endangered List’ in the 

International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) Red List.  

Red Sanders is also listed in Appendix-II of 

the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 

Flora (CITES). Its rich hue and therapeutic 

properties are responsible for its high 

demand across Asia, particularly China, 

for use in cosmetics, medicinal products 

and high-end furniture/woodcraft. The 

export of Red Sanders from India is 

prohibited as per the Foreign Trade Policy.  

 

100. Answer: (c) 

 Explanation: 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change has notified the Wetlands 

(Conservation and Management) Rules, 

2017, under the provisions of the 

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, as a 

regulatory framework for conservation and 

management of the wetlands in India. This 

is a significant step to conserve, manage 

and maintain the ecological character of 

the wetlands, without restricting the wise-

use. These Rules fortify the legal 

framework for environmental concerns and 

strengthen the institutional framework 

through the State/UT Wetland Authorities 

and a National Wetland Committee. 

The Wetlands (Conservation and 

Management) Rules, 2017, have enhanced 

the focus of management of the wetlands 

from a Central Authority to the State 

Bodies. The Rules provide for an advisory 

role for the National Wetland Committee, to 

guide the State Bodies on the integrated 

management of the wetlands, based on the 

‘wise‐use principle’ and review the progress 

of integrated management of the Ramsar 

Convention sites, among other roles. 

The Guidelines for the Rules have been 

drafted to support the State 

Governments/Union Territory (UT) 

Administrations in the implementation of 

the Rules by providing guidance on various 

aspects, like identifying the wetlands for 

notification under the Rules, delineating 

wetlands, wetland complexes and zones of 

influence, preparation of Brief Document, 

developing a list of activities to be 

regulated and permitted, constitution and 

operational matters of the Wetlands 

Authorities, among other issues. 

The National Wetlands Committee (NWC) 

has been constituted under the Wetlands 

Rules, 2017. 

 




